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STATEMENT  TC  Cuh  RilADEHS. 

i>  iftitiiifttttiitttttti 

n'fhe  Negro  Worker"  is  the  official  organ  of  the  Negro  Bureau  Of  the 
Bed  International  of  Labour  Unions  in  Moscow. 

The  Negro  Bureau  was  organised  in  19S8  for  the  following  purposed! 

1«  !£o  direct  and  stimulate  the  activities  of  the  revolutionary  trade 
Unions  in  organising  Negro  workers  into  the  trade  union  movement* 

£•  So  promote  the  revolutionary  trade  union  movement  in  Africa  sod 
west  Indies,  where  the  majority  of  the  Negro  tollers  are  being  ruthlessly 
exploited  by  various  imperialist  powers  Great  Britain,  the  United 
Steles,  Fronoe,  Belgium,  Portugal,  etc. 

3*  So  spread  the  principles  of  the  revolutionary  trade  unionism  among 
the  Negro  egrloultursl  workers,  who  formed  the  bulk  of  the  bleak  tolling 
tttseee  in  the  various  countries  Inhabited  by  Negroes* 

4,  she  Bureau  also  oonduots  a  relentless  struggle  egsinst  white  ofcaw 
v m ism  (race  prejudice),  another  forms  of  bourgeois  Ideology  among  the 

white  workers.  ^  ^  ^ 

5*  She  Bureau  at  the  same  time  attempt  to  promote  and  develop  o 
broader  spirit  of  internationalism  among  the  Negro  workers  by  oallin^upen 
them  to  support  the  Soviet  Union  which  fights  for  the  freedom  of  the  work* 
lag  olaes  and  all  oppressed  peoples,  as  well  as  the  Chinese  and  Indian 
revolutions  and  all  other  liberation  struggles  of  the  colonial  masses* 

6,  The  Negro  Bureau  pays  special  attention  in  combatting  Negro  re* 
rormiam  (such  as  the  Garvey  movement),  and  other  forms  of  Negro  bourgeois 
nationalism,  whioh  instead  of  conducting  a  militant  struggle  against  the  « 
imperialists  who  exploit  the  Negro  toilers  make  compromises  end  betray 
the  struggle  et  every  deolelve  moment. 

7,  In  order  to  aid  in  carrying  out  the  shove  tasks  we  appeal  to  ell 
ol|B8*consoiou8  workers  to  write  letters  to^Ihe  Negro  Worker”  describing 
the  conditions  under  which  Negro  toilers  live  in  various  countries*  'We 

*111  alweys  be  glad  to  publish  correspondence  from  white  and  blaCk  worV.tr^ 
dtliag  with  their  conditions* 

P.  In  order  to  popularise  our  program  we  appeal  to  oil  militant  vegro 
newspapers  in  America,  Africa  and  the  Vest  Indies  as  well  as  to  the  revo* 
lutionery  press  to  reprint  j. t  oles,  speeches  and  raw  -lutione  published 
10  *fhe  Negro  Worker"  from  tLme  to  time.  On  application  to  the  below 
mentioned  address,  the  Bureau  will  be  pleased  to  supply  additional  cdpieg 
Of  "The  Negro  Worker"  \vni..h  will  bt.  posted  to  uny  part  oi  the  world  ires 
ef  oost. 

Negro  toilers!  Hake*' The  Negro  Worker"  your  fighting  organ  in  you# 
everyday  Struggles,  and  i  or  the  final  abolition  of  capitalism  and  the 
©mancipation  ,ef  the  working  class* 

Negro  workers!  Fight  8g8inst  imperialist  wars  in  whioh  you  are  used 
by  the  capitalist  class  as  cannon  fodder  in  order  to  promote  their  OVA 
interests  of  robbery  and  exploitation 

Negro  workers l  Defend  the  Soviet  Union  — •  your  f etherised,  the 
fatherland  of  ell  workers  sod  oppressed  people* 


Addfese  all  letters,  arlloles  end  other  forme  of  correspondence  to 

Negro  Bureau 
prof in tern 
Moscow* 

U.S  «S *B. 
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Tr.  THE  V  COT GRES S  OF  THE  RILU  A HD  THE  BLACK 

CCLOT’IAL  JESSES. 

* » t » » 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  i  »  t  ( Ev  William  Wil s or. )  . 

Thy  Vth  Congress  of  the  Red  International  of  Labour  Unions  met  at  a 
r.oment  of  tremendous  international  importance.  The  great  economic  c/isis 
o,  the  capitalist  world  reflected  itself  in  a  series  of  extremely  aisas- 
lexous  panics  on  the  stock  exchanges  in  the  great  financial  centers,  in 
r.umei  ous  bancruptcies  of  "reliable”  business  houses,  in  the  complete 
closing  down  of  man}/-  industrial  plants  and  the  operation  of  others  on  a 
part  time  basis,  the  ruination  of  tens  of  thousands  of  "oomfortably  fixed” 
middle  class  people,  mass  unemployment,  reduced  wages,  the  lengthening  of 
the  working  day  and  general  worsening  of  the  living  conditions  of  the 
working  class.  The  industrial  crisis  is  enormously  aggravated  by  the  great 
agrarian  crisis  with  it  tremendous  drop  in  the  prices  of  agricultural 
products  which  resulted  in  terribly  increasing  the  misery  of  the  colonial 
peoples.  The  relations  between  the  ruling  class  anol  the  exploited  anu  op¬ 
pressed  masses  was  changing.  Rowhere  was  this  more  clearly  to  be  seer  u.aen 
in  the  colonial  world- where  .the  millions  of  colored  toilers  of  many  ra¬ 
ces  and  nations  existed  under  conditions  of  extreme  poverty  and  unhuman 
exploitation.  Here  the  full  weight  of  the  crisis  was  felt.  Here  the  offen¬ 
sive  of  the  striokened  bourgeoisie  was  most  intense  and  the  defensive 
power  of  the  exploited  masses  weakest,  but  here  too,  the  revolutionary  tem* 
per.  of  the  masses  flamed  high. 

The  revolutionary  upsurge  of  these  oppressed  masses  had  reached  in 
many  places  the  stage  of  armed  conflicts  in  Chino;  it  was  expressing  itselJ 
in  numerous  economic  and  political  struggles  in  India,  and  in  a  series  of 
spontaneous  revolutionary  outburst  in  Africa. 

The  ruling  class  was  confronted  with  conditions  which  made  it  an 
absolute  impossibility  to  go  on  ruling  in  the  same  old  manner  as  oefore. 

The  mask-  of  democracy  with  which  it  had  cloaked  its  savage  dictatorship 
had  to  be  thrown  aside.  The  "white  man’s  burden”  was  shown  to  be  the  blot¬ 
ted  money-bags  filled  with  the  loot  stolen  from  the  native  masses.  Bo-t 
and  spurred  he  sat  upon  the  backs  of  the  miserably  degraded  colonials  ■  o 
efforts  to  free  themselves  from  the  ever-increasing  burden. of  taxation 
and  slavery  were  now  and  then  drowned  in  b^ood,  under  the  direct  guidance 
or  full  support  of  the  leaders  of  the  "Labour”  and  "Socialist”  pal  ties. 

This  in  brief  wa's  the  picture  of  the  world  situation  which  filled, 
the  eyes  of  the  571  representatives  of  the  17  million  of  fighters  who  nave 
enlisted  under  the  revolutionary  banners  of  the  RILU.  This  was  the  pic¬ 
ture  which  for  the  first  time  was  presented  without  any  attempt  at 
veiling  its  horrqts,  of  lynching,  pass  laws.,  poll  tax,  head  tax,  forced 
labor  and  slavery  to  an  international  delegation  of  T»egro  workers'  repre¬ 
sentatives  and  the  black  representatives  of  the  toiling  masses  of  Africa. 
The  representation  of  the  Kegro  masses  was  international,  -  from  Africa,- 
from  the  United  States,  from  the  Carribes  and  .from  bouth  America,  it  had 
been  elected  by  the  toiling  masses  themselves# 

There  was  only  one  place  in  the  world  where  such  a  picture  could  have 
been  shown*,  a  country  free  from  the  terror*  of  the  capitalist  economic  and 
agrarian  crisis,  free  from  the  dangers' of  political  strikes,  of  mob  vio¬ 
lence  and  white  terror,  a  country  where  hundreds  of  once  oppressed  na¬ 
tionalities  now  stand  together  in  a  free  federated  union  of  Soviet  Re¬ 
publics;  a  country  where  the  working  olass  is  master  of  all  thst  it  pro- 
duaes  and  all  that  it  surveys,  a  liberated  working  class  linked  in  an 
indisoluble  alliance  with  the  poor  and  middle  peasants;  a  country  free 
from  all  save  the  threat  of  war  by  the  imperialist  powers. 

One  of  the  ’-important  questions  disoussed  at  the  Congress  was  the  link 
ing  up  of  the  proletarian  struggle  in  the  metropolitan  oenters  with  the 
struggles  against  imperialism  in  the  colbnies.  The  weakness  of  the  pro¬ 
letariat  in  the  ranks  of  colonial  and  semi-colonial  oo un tries p  was  ex¬ 
haustively  analysed;  the  methods  to  be  employed  to  secure  proletarian 
hegemony  in  the  colonial  movement  and  to  utilise  this  as  a  uhiXjfing  cor.&r. 
tact  between  them  and  the  fighters  for  the  proletarian  revolution  and 
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dictatorship  in  capitalist  countries  was  outlinedo 

For  the  first  time  the  representatives  of  the  exploited  millions  of 
Black  Africa  saw  their  revolutionary  liberation  struggles  posed  in  correct 
relation  with  the  proletarian  revolutionary  struggles  in  capitalist  coun¬ 
tries.  Certainly  the  liberation  struggles  of  the  Negro  peoples  had  always 
been  an  inseparable  part  of  the  world  revolutionary  movement  against  im¬ 
perialism  but  the  isolation  of  the  African  peoples,  their  unfortunate  lack 
of  direct  contact  with  the  European  revolutionary  movement  or  with  the 
revolutionary  struggles  of  the  Chinese  and  Indian  peoples  had  deprived 
them  of  the  benefits  of  the  knowledge  of  She  experiences  gained  in  these 
struggles . 

For  the  first  time  the  representatives  of  the  proletarian  masses  of 
the  "mother"  countries  came  face  to  face  with  those  who  could  describe 
in  detail  the  concrete  struggles  of  the  Afrioan  colonials  against  imperial¬ 
ism.  The  struggles  of  these  peoples  lost  much  of  its  "abstractness",  the 
underestimation  of  the  importance  of  the  struggles  of  the  Negro  peoples  to 
the  world  revolutionary  struggles  was  dealt  a  smashing  blow.  The  imperial¬ 
ist  utilisation  of  the  exploitation  of  the  black  peoples  to  undermine  the 
standard  of  living  of  the  "home"  workers  and  consequently  to  intensify  the 
degree  of  their  exploitation  and  oppression  was  clearly  drawn.  The  use  of 
these  natives  peoples  for  purposes  of  imperialist  wars  was  unfolded. 

For  the  first  time  representatives,  of  the  masses  of  black  Africa  sow 
a  world  advancing  toward  socialism;  saw  a  freed  working  class,  an  emancipat¬ 
ed  peasantry  linked  together  in  a  c ommon • struggle  to  construct  a  new  worlu 
on  the  ruins  of  the  world  of  capitalist  exploitation  and  oppression  which 
had  been  theirs  before .  This  could  not  fail  to  have  g-^teat  effeot  upon 
them  all.  Nor  was  it  unexpected  \yhen  these  African  delegates  one  after 
another  pledged  the  support  of  those  whom  they  represented  to  the  toilers 
ol  the  Soviet  Union;  pledged  their  support  for  unity  of  struggle  with  the 
enslaved  wage  workers  of  the  metropolitan  areas,  pledged  their  support  tf 
uhe  struggle  against  the  coming  armed  attack  upon  the  Soviet  Republics. 

A  concrete  and  tangible  program  was  formulated.  The  revolutionary 
trade  unior  movement  pledged  itself  to  support  the  struggle  for  the  eman¬ 
cipation  of  the  colonies  in  a  real  and  serious  manner.  The  establishing 
of  closer  contacts  between  the  workers  of  the  imperialist  countries  and 
those  of  the  colonies  was  a  leading  plank  in  the  program. 

The  entire  world  revolutionary,  movement  must  hold  each  ard  ever,r 
section  of  that  movement  tD  the  letter  of  that  plec-e.  The  workers  of  the 
black  colonies  still  to  a  large  extent  regard  the  workers  of  the  imperial¬ 
ist  countries  as  part*  and  parcel  ol  the  machinery  of  exploitation.  These 
white  workers  have  many  a  time  participated  in  the  lynching  mobs,  in  the 
attacks  perpetrated  upon  the  black  and  colonial  peoples,  therefore  the 
fears  of  these  toilers  are  not  unnatural.  To  overcome  tnis  mistrust,  the 
unity  of  all  the  exploited  9rd  the  oppressed  must  be  strengthened  for  this 
unity  alone  can  bring  the  victory  over  the  exploiters  snd  o^ressors. 

long  live  the  revolutionary  solidarity  of  workers  of  the  capitalist 
countries  and  of  the  colonies! 

- oooooooooo — - — ----- 
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OIF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  INTERNATIONAL  TRADE  UNION  COMMITTEE 
OF  NEGRO  WORKERS  OF  THE  R.I.L.U. 


Reporter  -  Comrade  James  Y/.Ford.  > 

Comrades: 

0 oln  AmerioeAfliertaaually  refer  to  the  Negro  work,  women  work,  and 
youth  work  as  the  holy  trinity,  1  am  now  bringing  before  you  the  fipol  link 
in  the  holy  trinity. 

For  the  first  time  Negro  work  is  being  brought  seriously  to  the  at-  \ 
tenbion  of  the  international  congress  of  the  BTXIJ-,  the  importance  of  the 


Negro  problem  to  the  revolutionary  trade  union  movement  has  been  pointed 
out,  comrades,  from  time  to  time  on  a  number  of  resolutions  of  the  Red 
International  of  labour  Unions  and  the  Executive  Bureah  of  the  RI1U.  We 
have  seen  since  the  war  a  growing  number  of  Negro  toilers  and  workers  that 
have  been  drawh  into  the  various  industries  in  the  various  parts  of  the 
world  that  supply  for  us  the  basis  for  organise  the  Negro  toilers  to  part¬ 
icipate  in  the  revolutionary  movement,, 

We  have,  comrades,  in  America,  for  example,  since  the  war  seen  the 
bringing  in  of  over  two  millions  of  Negro  workers  into  the  main  industries 
of  the  United  States.  These  toilers  have  been  brought  from  the  agrarian 
and  "the  agricultural  regions  of  the  United  States  into  industry  as  a  fund¬ 
amental  part  of  the  proletariat  of  the  United  States,  The  Negro  toilers  of 
the  US  in  addition  to  class  exploitation  have  the  special  problem  of  racial 
oppression.  This  exploitation  manifests  itself  in  the  degree  of  rational¬ 
isation,  the  speeding  up  of  the  workers  and  general  exploitation  of  the 
workers  in  America  by  the  American  capitalists. 

Therefore,  the  Negro  workers  in  America  are  .in  a  position  to  play  a 
very  important  role  in  the  revolutionary  struggle  of  America,  but  not  only 
in  the  industrial  sections,  The  Negro  workers  at  the  present  moment  show 
themselves  as  a  factor  in  the  agrarian  movement.  The  present  agrarian 
crisis  in  the  United  States  along  with  the  industrial  crisis  is  a  fundamen¬ 
tal  characteristics  of  the  American  crisis  and  is  particularly  affecting 
the  Negro  toilers  in  America,  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  majority  of  the  Negro 
toilers  are  in  the  agrarian  and  agricultural  regions  of  the  South,  This 
tremendous  crisis  brought  about  by  trie  mechanisation  of  the  farms  and  the 
cotton  has  thrown  millions  of  Negro  toilers  off  the  farms  and  chased  them- 
into  the  cities  where  they  aggravate  and  make  worse  the  general  crisis  of 
capitalism  in  America. 

1  the  industrial  centres  of  America,  in  addition  to  the  tremendous 
exploitation  through  rationalisation,  the  Negro  toilers  who  are  a  large  j 
part  of  the  unemployed  army  in  America,  numb  ..ring  some  500,000  workers 
and  with  their  families  and  other  dependents  numbering  upwards  of  8  million 
so  that  specifically,  comrades,  we  oan  say  the  significance  of  the  Negro 
toilers  in  America,  in  the  present  industrial  and  world  crisis  of  capital¬ 
ism,  is  very  great. 

But  not  onlt.  in  America  in  the  colonial  territories  and  in  the  colo¬ 
nial  world  the  Negro  toilers  too  are  being  drawn,  into  the  present  crisis, 
of  capitalism,  3nd  this  crisis  is  throwing  them  into  more  militant  struggle 

In  S. Africa,  where  the  majority,  the  great  majority  of  the  working 
population  is  the  native  toilers,  rationalisation,  the  industrial  crisis, 
and  the  intense  agrarian  crisis  has  .thrown  them  into  the  struggle  and 
they  are  a  big  factor  against  the'  bourgeoisie  in  S, Africa.  The  agrarian 
crisis  has  thrown  millions  of  these  workers  into  the  cities,  The  task  of 
the  organisation  of  the  Negro  toilers  in  South  Africa  is  a  big  factor  in 
the  present  revolutionary  struggle  of  the  world  proletariat. 

Then  in  other  sections  of  the  world,  in  .»est  Africa  where  we  have  co¬ 
lonies  of  British  imperialism  ,  Gambia Nigeria ,  the  Gold  Coast,  Liberia, 
the  crisis  has  manifested  itself  in  the  over  production  of  a  nomber  of  the 
special  products  of  this  area,  agricultural  products,  coooe,  rubber,  a  i 
number  of  other  products  especially  produced  in  this  area.  The  crisis  here 
also  has  made  itself  felt  especially  on  the  Ne  ro  toilers  and  natives  of 
this  section. 

Ir.  the  West  Indies,  here  we  have  a  similar  example,  where  th,e  crisis 
manifested  itself  by  the  throwing  of  more  and  more  of  the  rative  and  most 
terribly  exploited  Haitian  vofkers,  Cuban  workers ,  (where  there  are  a  great 
numbeivof  Negroes),  Jamaican  workers,  TnniLjd  workers,  etc,  out  of  work  . 
There  the  workers,  especially  the  native  workers  ore  terribly  exploited 
by  the  imperialists  of  England , '  France  and  America,  There  are  many  other 
sections  of  the  world  to  where  the  Negro  toilers  are  being  drown  into 
struggle. 

Comrades,  this  position  of  the  ^egro  toilers  throughout  the  world 
b.3s  made  them  a  very  powerful  force  in  the  revolutionary  movement,  •  - 
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The  fact  that  their  exploitation  hoc  made  then  more  militant  in  the  pre-  • 
sent  period  of  the  crisis  has  been  demonstrated  by  a  number  of  revolts,  a 
number  of  uprisings,  a  number  of  expressions  of  restlessens  of  the  Negro 
toilers  against  imperialism. 

We  ha-ve  seen,  for  example,  in  Equatorial  Africa  in  192P  for  the  first 
time- a  significant  uprising  of  the  native  ttilers  in  this  part,  against 
the  brutal  oppression  of  French  imperialism.  This  uprising  had  many  charac¬ 
teristics  of  a  organised  and  a  more  or  le.ss  well- organised  effort  on  the 
part  of  native  workers  against  French  imperialism.  t  . 

In  South  Africa  we  have  had  during  the  last  period  a  number  of  mani¬ 
festations  of  the  struggles  of  the  workers  through  strikes  in  Bhodesia, 
strikes  of  natives  snd  whites  in  J ohannesburg  and  in  a.  number  of  points.,  in 
South  Africa.  We  have  seen  the  militancy  of  the  Negro  toilers  expressing 
itself  in  uhe  West  Coast  of  Africa.  We  have  seen  recently  the  great  up¬ 
rising  of  the  native  workers  in  which  native  women  have  taken  the  leading 
part  against  exploitation  through  taxation  of  the  natives.  In  this  upris¬ 
ing  more  than  500  native  workers,  the  majority  of  them  women,  were  shot 
down  by  the  foices  of  British  imperialism,  directed  by  the  so-called  "Labor 
Government".  In  other  parts  of  Africa' we  have  had  similar  expressions  at1  the 
revolt  of  the  Negro  toilers  in  Gambia v  Sierra-Leone.  In  the  United  States 
of  America,  where  the  crisis  hss  made  the  bourgeoisie  exert  greater  force 
and  oppression 'on  'the  Negro  workers,  expressing  itself  in  the  increased 
lynching  of  Negroes,  by  thee  enforcement  of  laws  (on  the  ststut-Cftss  for  over 
fifty  years),  charging  Negro  and  white  organiserd  with  the  death  penalty 
for  the  organisation  of  Negroes  and  whites  in  the  same  .organisation.  Des¬ 
pite  this  the  Negroes  are  beginning  to  show  restlessness  and  beginning  to 
excite  the  bourgeoisie  and  to  intensify  the  present  crisis.  ■' 

All  of  this"  shows'1  t-he  present  significance  Df  the  Negro  toilers  in  the 
different  parts  of  "the  world  in  the  international  revolutionary  movement. 

The  work  of  the  International  Trade  Union  Committee  of  Negro  Workers  organ¬ 
ised  by  the  Executive  Biireau  of  the  Red  International  of  labor  Unions  has, 
been  determined , comrades ,  by  in  the  first  place,  the  political  .line  laid 
down, by  the  4th  Congress  of  the  RILU  on  Negro  work.  It  has  been  determined 
by  the  conditions  which  I  have  just  described,  subjectively  and  objectively 
manifesting  itself  in  the  movements  of  the  Negro  workers,  and  by  the  ■  t- . 
ofi e ..Theua^nditions  of  the  ^egro  toilers  have  also  been  determined  by  this 
general  situation  described  to  yau  by  comrade  Losovsky. 

Work  among  the  Negro  toilers  up  to  the  IV  Congress ‘and  even  up  to  the 
resent  time  has  not  been  carried  out  sufficiently  by  the  sections  of  the 
RILU.  It  was  for  this  reason  that  the  Executive  Bureau  of  the  RILU,  after 
the  IV  Congress  of  the  Red  International  set  up  an  International  Trade 
Union  Committee  of  Negro  Workers.  Little  work  hajd  been  done  before  the 
IV  Congress,  other  things  had  hindered  the  development  of  the  trade  union 
movement  and  the  revolutionary  movement  among  the  "egro  toilers.  Amongfit 
these  hindrances  and  amongst  these  things  was  first  the  illusion  that  had 
existed  among  a  number  of  sections  of  the  Red  International  of  Labour  * 
Union,  and  particularly  Chovinism  that  existed  in'the  workingclass  as  a 
whole,  and  the  general  underestimation  of  the  Negro  work.  A  general  loxity 
in  Negro  work  had  been  determined  in  this  period  because  of  these  •manifest¬ 
ations  of  Chauvinism  that  had  existed  in  the  white  working  clsss  for  over 
a  century. 

During  the  period  which  is  covered  by  this  report  and  which  has  been 
characterised  by  the  growing  militancy  of  the  Negro  toilers,  the  main  work 
of  our  Committee  has  been  concretely,  the  following  political  and  organ- 
isational  tasks:  -  First  the  work  of  our  Committee  l}as  been  to  carry  on  a 
struggle  against  this  Chauvinism  that  expressed  itself  in  the  various  mo¬ 
vements  and  among  the  working  class.  J’or  example  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  where  the  Chauvinism  that  had  existed  up  to  this  time  was  of  the 
gravest  kind,  it  had  absolutely  hindered  all  work  among  the  Negro  toilers 
in  the  United  States  on  the  part  of  the  revolutionary  trade  union  movement. 
This  is  the  first  point. 

The  second  point  W3S  the  task  of  awakening  th&class  consciousness  or 
the  Negro  masses.  The  class  consciousness  of  the  Negro  masses  had  been 


hindered  in  the  first  piece  because  of  the  Chauvinism  of  the  white  working 
class  and  because  of  intense  racial  and  nationalist  tendencies  among  the 
kegro  population-. 

The  third  point,  the  question  of  the  stimulation  of  the  organisation 
of  the  Ferro  toilers  was  another  problem  that  our  Committee  has  been 
attacking. 

Fourth,  the  question  of  the  organisation  of  an  international  conference 
of  T'erro  toilers.  These,  comrades,  have  been  the  main  points  upon  which  th 
work  of  the  international  committee  has  been  carried  or. 

In  the  accomplishment  of  these  tasks  we  have  not  only  attacked  that 
Chauvinism,  but  we  have  tried  to  actually  assist  by  concrete  measures,  the 
fight  of  tne  struggling  against  Chauvinism  and  the  assisting  of  the  Kegro 
toilers. 

The  Executive  Bureau  of  the  Trof intern  has  from  time  to  time  discussed 
the  problems  of  Chauvioism,  has  passed  a  number  of  important  resolutions  on 
this  question  and  has  also  taken  a  number  of  organisational  steps  to  riu  the 
various  sections  from  these  hindrances  to  the  movement  of  the  Kegro  toilers. 

Another  center  of  activity  where  the  Negro  trade  union  movement  has 
affiliated  to  the  RILU  is  in  'SouMi  Africa. 

In  South  Africa  during  the  last  period  we  have  given  very  special  as¬ 
sistance.  organisationally.  a, nu.  given  special  direction  as  to  how-to  organ¬ 
ise  the  active,  workers.  In  .South  Africa,  how  to  bring  them  into  the  organ¬ 
isational  plans  for  building  a  revolutionary  movement  and  building  revolu¬ 
tionary  trade  unions  in  South  Africa. 

In  addition  to  this , also , our  Committee  has  sent  representatives  to 
the  various,  sections  affiliated  tD  the  Red  International  of  Labour  Unions.  , 
,'r.  nave,  foi  exarapl.©,.  during  the  last  year*  sent  represents  to  the  French 
c  et.iop  of,  the  RILU.,  .to  the  German  opposition  in  Germany,  to  the  Belgian 
s  c. tier;  and  made  special  efforts  in  France  arid  also  in  the  United- States, 
representatives  to  stimulate  and  to  carry  forward  these  organisations  of'-. 

1  e  ;ro  «  ork. 

During  last  August  at  the  Conference  in  Vladivostock  contacts  were 
made  with. kegro.  seamen  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating  the  work-  among  the 
seamen  into.  orgs.  nation. 

As  to  the  4th  point  comrades,  in  the  work  of  our  Committee.  That  is, 
the  organisation  of  an  International  conference  of  Negro  workers.  This 
question  was  first  raised  by  the  representative  of  the  Uegro  committee  at 
the  Second  World  Congress  of  the  League  Against  Imperialism  held  at  Frank¬ 
furt,  Germany,  last  year.  Also  at  trie  Executive  Committee  session  of  the 
Lea  ue  A  gains »  Imperialism  trie  .uestior,  was  raised  about  the  Kegro  toilers, 
about  the  organisation  of  an  international  conference. 

Ana.,  finally,  this  conference  was  held  in  Hamburg,  Germany,  in  a  uly  of 
this  year. 

Fow  comrades,  coming  back  to  some  of  the  points  I  have  touched  upon  I 
want  to  point  out  that  the  position  that  the  RILU  the  Executive  Bureau  of 
the  RILU,  on  the  Kegro  question  has  been  correct.  For  example  the  struggle 
against  Chauvinism,  what  do  the  facts  show  in  this  case. 

’.Vhat  have  we  experienced  by  the  line  laid  down  by  the  RILU  with  re¬ 
gards  to  the  organisation  of  Kegro  toilers.  Let  us  take  the  United  States. 
Again  for  example  take  the  work  in  the  Southern  part  of  the  United  States, 
we  hove  the  most  intense  form  of  racial  prejudices,  we  have  0iade  efforts 
against  Chauvinism,  against  race  prejudices  amongst  the  workers,  the  line 
h;s  been  c Direct  for  the  organisation  of  black  and  white  workers  into  the 
ame  revolutionary  trade  union  organisation. 

In  Gastonia,  the  great  strike  at  Castor ia,  what  after  oil  was  the  cent¬ 
ral  i d j  trie  central  point  in  Gastonia?  The  central  point  in  Gastonia  was 
j;he  Kegro  question,  the  central  point  in  Gastonia  which  frithtened  the 
bourgeoisie  v.e  the  fact  that  the  Red  Trade  unions  under-  the  instructions 
of  the  Executive  Bureau  of  the  RILU  had  correctly  advocated  the  joint 
unity  of  black  and  white  workers  in  this  struggle  in  the  South. 

The  issue  t  erefo  .e  was  a  correct  issue,  a  correct  revolutionary  po~  ' 
Lap  Some  of  cur-  so  is&es  resisted  this  idea,  but  the  results  show  that  the 
line  ’was  correct,  because  even,  in  the  Louth,  ■  the  backward,  white  v.;  orkers  ;  ,f: 
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re-acted  favourably  to  the  line  that  we  laid  down,  for  black  and  white 
workers  were  accepted  upon  the  same  basis,,  that  they  must  unify  as  one 
class  against  the  exploiters,  in  the  Southern  part  of  the  b'rited  States, 
to  the  extent  of  white  organisers  and  white  workers  in  the  South  defending 
Kegro  organisers  against  lynch  mobs  of  the  bosses.  This  shows  that  cur 
line  was  correct  .That  the  central  issue  was  the  organiietionaoif  the  Negro 
workers  into .  thepred  unions  of  tha  RILU...  -  -  :  d  .ions  01  the  RILc . 

The  political  significance  of  the  Negro  toilers  in  the  South  has  been 
thus  raised  to  a  very  high  level;  a  big  political  task  for  organising  the 
working  class  in  America  for  the  struggle  against  American  capitalism.  Also 
in  the  South,  through  great  effort  we  have  been  able  to  get  Negro  workers 
as  organisers  to  come  into  the  South  to  organise  black  and  white  workers,  as 
well  as  having  white  organisers  in  the  South  for  the  organisation  of  the 
Negro"  and  white  workers.  For  you  comrades,  who  do  not  understand  the  peculi¬ 
ar  significance  of  this  in  America,  this  was  one  of  the  greatest  tasks  that 
the  revolutionary  trade  unions  have  faced  in  America  during  the  present 
p-'-riod. 

As  to  South  Africa,  what  are  the  fact*?  Here  also  we  have  had  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  chauvinism  and  outline  the  correct  policy;  that  the 
majority  of  the  workers  ore  the  native  workers.  These  workers,  therefore, 
must  be  the  center  of  gravity  ard  the  basis  of  our  organisations,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  mines  and  in  the  agricultural  sections  of  South  Africa,  he, 
in  the  Executive  Bureau  have  consistently  agitated  and  instructed  our  com¬ 
rades  to  penetrate  the  great  mass  of  the  native  workers  and  we  have  hid 
an  increased  participation  of  the  native  workers  into  the  "movement  in  South 
Africa  and  have  had  new  cadres  of  native  workers  drjjwn  into  the  movement. 
However,  we  have  a  ^reat  deal  of  work  to  dp  in  this  connection  still,  Ale o 
in  connection  with  this  general  line  we  have  had  the  affiliation  of  the 
Native  Federation  ol  Unions  in  South  Africa  to  the  R1IU  in  Februa  ry  .  1929  . 
And  also,  to  show  the  correct  line  has  been  carried  out  we  can  take  the^ 
simple  example  that  even  in  South  Africa  a  number  of  native  tribes  that  had 
no  trade  union  basis  for  organisation  had  a rcl  of  our  program  and  made 
direct  application  for  affiliation  to  the  RILU.  In  South  Africa,  too,  the 
question  of  the  struggle  for  a  native  Republic  has  been  a  main  task. 

What  are  the  results  generally  with  regard  to  the  line  of  the  RILU  in 
Negro  Work?  ’We  find  in  every  section  Where  our  comreades  have  made  the  least 
effort  at  more  activity  Df  even  amongst  the  white  workers  has  been  carried 
on,  and  has  manifested  itself  in  the ra sas tenc e  on  cooperation  with  the  or¬ 
ganisation  of  the  Kegro  workers.  All  of  this  shows  that  the  line  of  the 
Executive  Bureau  has  been  correct  and  must  be  followed  out  and  ihat  here¬ 
tofore  our  comrades  have  not  entered  suf  fi-nci  ently  into  before,  and  oven 
now,  to  the  line  of  the  Executive  Bureau. 

As  to  ather  point,  the  response  of  the  Negro,  toilers  to  our  efforts  if) 
raise  their  class  consciousness  and  to  organise  and  develop  their  movement.. 
In  the  United  States  of  America,  since  the  4th  Congress,  Negro  toilers  are 
showing  8 . determination  and  willingness  to  join  the  Red  Unions  and  are  being 
more  and  more  influenced  by  the  Red  Unions. 

More  and  more  Negro  worker  have,  understood  the  line  of  the  RILU,  and 
have  heard  for  the  first  time  the  policies  of  the  RILU.  Many  of  the  Negijo 
workers  have  broken  away  from  Garvey ism,  the  Negro  reformism,  and  come  to 
the  red  unions  as  a  result  of  our  correct  policy. 

We  have  already  referred  to  the  tribes  in  South  Africa,  native  tfribes , 
tribes  that  are  very  backward,  that  have  come  under  the  influence  ^of  our 
correct  line.  In  South  Africa  the  natives  also  have  been  struggling  arains t 
the  N©f?r o  trade  union  reformism,  which  has  expressed  in  the  leadership  of 
Kadalie,  who  has  affiliated  the  organisation  of  the  Native  workers'  to  the 
Amsterdam  International. 

But  what  is  important  these  organisations  have  lost  their  influence 
and  decreased  in  numbers  as  the  organisations  affiliated  to  the  RILU  have 

increased  in  numbers,  _ 

The  participation  of  the  Negro  toilers  in  the  leading  cadres  of  the 
work  has  been  most  helpful  in  stimulating  trie  class  consciousness  of  the 
-Nie>ro  toilers  increasing  their  activities  in  the  trade  union  movement,  the 
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revolutionary  trade  union  movement.  The  agitation  that  the  I  egrc  committee 
of  the  Executive  Bureau  has  carried  on  aga irst ' special  exploitation  against 
the  Ferro  workers,  for  example,  the  Vcstris  disaster  in  which  we  sent  out 
an  appeal  to  the  Begro  toilers  has  particularly  attracted  the  attention 
of  large  numbers  of  .Ferro  seamen  in  the  various  parts  of  the  world. 

As  to  the  awakening  of  the  class  consciousness  of  the  Ferro  toilers, 
let  us  take  for  example,  the  great  Haitian  demonstration  on  the  part  of 
the  American  workers  in  19229,  December,  against  the  massacre  of  the  Haiti¬ 
ans  b--  the  united  States  marines.  V/h at,  comrades,  was  the  effect  from  on 
international  point  of  view  of  stimulating  the  Kegro  toilers  to  class  cons  - 
cbUBness?  The  fact  that  a  large  section  of  the  white  working  class  in  Ame¬ 
rica  had  demonstrated  in  solidarity  with  the  Haitian  workers  against  the 
United  States  imperialism.  It  was  for  the  first  time  that  the  workers  saw 
a  revolutionary  movement  in  America  supporting  their  struggle.  Fot  only 
in  Haiti,  but  in  Jamaica,  in  Trinadad,  in  a  number  of  Gorribean  colonies, 
this  simple  demonstration  on  the  part  of  the  working  class  of  America  con¬ 
siderably  influenced  the  class  consciousness  of  the  Haitian  workers,  of 
the  Fegro  workers  as  to  the  solidarity  of  the  revolutionary  movement  with 
regards  to  their  struggle. 

Let  us  "take  some  of  the  results  in  South  Africa  and  in  the  United 
States.  I  have  already  said  that  the  Fon-Suropean  federation  of  trade  unions 
has  developed  considerably  as  a  result  of  the  renewed  activity  of  the  re¬ 
volutionary  elements  in  South  Africa  to  carry  out  the  line  of  the  Executive 

Bureau.  Organisations  in  other  sections  of  South  Africa  have  been  stimulate 
ed  by  this  activity. 

In  the  United  States,  the  red  trade  unions  and  every  union  and  every 
League  of-  the  TUTJL  have  for  the  first  time  v:e  find  a  larger  and  larger 
number  of  Fegro  workers,  participating  in  the  activities  of  the  Red  trade 
unions.  In  a  number  of  unions  we  have  a  large  number  of  Fegro  toilers  as 
members  of  these  unions. 

In  France  we  have  had  some  results  from  our  agitation  there  on  the 
part  of  ore  Fegro  comrade  Koyate  who  has  made  special  efforts  to  organ  iae 

some  of  the  Ferro  workers  residing  in  France. 

\s  to  another  point,  and  that  is  the  question  of  the  organisation  of 
the  International  Conference  of  Fe  *ro  •  .Yorkers.  Here  I  must  give  some 
facts  about  the  shortcomings  ,  about  the  achievements  and  results.  Y/hen  we 
consider  the  political  significance  of  the  Fegro  toilers  at  the  present 
period  of  capitalism,  we  can  readily  understand  the  great  poli tic-1  signi¬ 
ficance  of  this  International  Conference  held  at  Hamburg  in  July.  In  the 
preparation  a  great ,  deal  of  agitation  was  carried  on  throughout  the-  vari¬ 
ous  sections  where  the  Fegroes  are.  This  has  aroused  the  Fegro  toilers  in 
the  various  parts  of  the "world  to  the  necessity  of  organising  the  trade 
union  movements  in  their  countries.  It  not  only  aroused  the  A,egr o  toilers, 
but  aroused  the  wrath  and  anger  of  the  bourgeoisie  against  Our  efforts  to 
organise  the  Fegro  toilers.  However,  there  were  some  very  serious  short¬ 
comings  in  the  organisation  of  this  conference,  in  the  preparations  that 
have  been  made  for  it  and  in  the  help  and  assistance  rendered  by  the  seot- 
tions  affiliated  to  the  Red  trade  union  center. 

In  the  first  place  ,  we  must  point  out  that  w,e  in  the  center  msde 
many  mistakes  and  hod  many  shortcomings  of  a  political  as  well  as  a  tach- 
nical  character.  With  very  little  experience  in  organising  conferences,  it 
was  quite  natural  that  we  would  have  many  serious  shortcomings  as  to  hov/ 
to  draw  larger  and  larger  masses  of  ^egro  toilers  in  the  preparations  for 
this  conference.  We  in  the  center  did  not  sufficiently  push  the  sections 
of  the  Red  trade  unions  to  help  us  in  this  movement.  But  the  most  serious 
shoe  tcoraings  in  our  conference  and  in  the  preparations  was  the  shortcoming 
oi'  the  Red  sections.  For  examp''  ,  the  Minority  Movement  in  England  rendered 
practi oelly  no  assistance  in  the  organisation  of  this  conference  despite 
the  fact  that  we  had  planned  to  hold  the  conference  in  the  center  of  British 
imperialism  itself,  London.  The  Minority  Movement  lendered  very  little 
assistance,  comrades  in  trying  to  assist  them  in  getting  delegates  from 
among  the  seamen  from  the  colonies  of  the  British  Empire,  The  same  thing 
may  be  said  of  the  French  affiliated  Red  unions  who  did  nothing  with 


regards  to  bringing  Negro  workers* irom  the  French  colonies  to  our  conference 
Also  in  Belgium  section.  In  the  United  States  we  were  not  sufficiently 
broad  in  our  campaign  for  orgs risation  of  the  conference  and  bringing  the 
wide  masses  of  Negro  toilers  in  the  participation  for  the  election  of 
delegates  to  the  hegro  Conference. 

As  a  result  of  these  shortcomings,  comrades,  this  poor  representation, 
poor  participation  and  poor  preparation  showed  itself  in  the  corapositipfi 
of  our  Congress.  Our  Congress  was  arranged  originally  to  be'  composed  of 
25  delegates  from  various  sections  of  the  i‘egro  world.  We  had  only  17,  we 
had  7  delegates  from- the  United  States,  all  workers  from  the  factories,  we 
h8B  2  delegates  from  the  Gold  Coast,  one  from  Gambia ,  one  from  Nigeria,  a 
white  delegate  from  S. Africa,  representing  the  native  trade  union,  a  de¬ 
legate  from  Jamaica  and  other.  Other  delegates  were  supposed  to  come  to 
our  conference  did  not  arrive,  because  of  difficulties.  Some  of  these 
oomrades  have  only  arrived  to  our  conference  in  the  last  few  days  here  at 
Moscow. 

At  this  conference  we  took  up,  the  main  political  tssk  thst  the  Negro 
toilers  face  at  the  present  time,  The  task  in  the  economic  struggles  of 
the  Negro  workers,  the  task  of  struggling  against  Socisl  Fascism,'  the 
fesoism  of  the  Amsterdam  International  ana  the  American  Federation  of 
labour,  holding  the  workers  back,  actually  participating  in  the  execution 
of  the  Negro  toilers  as  it  expresses  itself  in  a  number  of  the  colonies,  » 
where.  Belgian  Socialists,  English  socialists,  French  socialists  were.  We 
have  outlined  there  a  complete  programme  of  struggle  against  Negro  trade 
union  reformism,  we  have  outlined  a  detailed  pra gramme  for  the  trade  uni¬ 
on  organisation  of  the  A*egro  toilers  in  their  struggle  for  shorter  hours 
of  work,  in.  the  .struggle  against  speea-up  system  of  the  rationalisation 
system,  this  especially  exploits  the  Negro  toilers,  also  the  most  import¬ 
ant  question  of  forced  labor  amongst  the  Negro  toilers  was  taken  up. 

This  is  perhaps  one  of  the  biggest  political  tasks  that  we  have  be¬ 
fore  us  in  the  organisation  of  the  Negro  toilers,  this  forced  labor  16 
seen,  in  South  Africa,  West  Africa,  Jamaica,  Haiti  8nd  all  o*f  the  oolories, 
and  even  to  a  certain  extent  in  some  parts  of  the  United  States. 

Another  V6ry  important  political  question  was  the  question  of  the 
struggles  of  the  Negro  toilers  against  the  war  which  is  in  preparation. 

Our  conference  pointed  out  the  particular  significance  of  the  Negro  toil¬ 
ers  in  the  last  war,  how. -the  imperialists  drew  them  into  the  war  to  be  used 
as  cannon  fodder  and  even  how  a't  the  present  time  they  are  preparing  greet 
armies  of  Negro  toilers  to  be  used  in  the  next  war  against  the  revolutionary 
trade  union  movement  and  slso  against  the  Soviet  Union. 

These  political  tasks  were  taken  up  in  quite  some  detail.  These  poli¬ 
tical  tasks  were  outlined  to  the  Negro  toilers  at  this  Conference.  These 
ax'e  the  basis  for  the  preparation  of  a  future  conference  of  the  Negro  , 
toilers,  and  wi.ll  be  the  basis  for  continued  efforts  to  organise  the  Negro 
workers  in  the  different  sections  of  the  world  in  the  coming  period. 

Comrades,  I  have  spoken  of  the  shortcomings  with  regards  to  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  our  Conference  in, Hamburg.  It  is  necessary  now  to  deal  with 
some  shortcomings  with  regard  to  work  among  Negroes.  We  have  already  deen 
that  repeatedly  the,  Executive  Bureau  of  the  RILU  has  continuted  to  instruct 
the  Red  sections  to  give  more  attention  to  the  organisation  of  the  Negro 
toilers.  But  what  has  been  the  attitude  of  all  of  our  sections?  In  some 
oases  the  attitude  amongst  the  reformist  and  right  elements  has  been  the 
same  attitude  as  the  social^r’eformists  ’  but  of  course  there  were  picked  out 
of  the  movement  that  is,  an  attitude  of  indifference  to  the  organisation 
of  Negro  toilers,  ar  attitude  of  oheuvinism  to  the  Negro  toilers,  of  opport¬ 
unism  in  the  organisation  of  the  Negroes.  The  Negroes  have  had  experiences 
with  the  white  working  class,  as  with  the  boss  class  ---  oppres-sion,  8l»ave~ 
drivers,  at  least. with  the  reformist  section.  This  section  is  the  right 
hand  of  the  bodses  in  the  exploitation  of  the  Negro  .  Therefore,  the  Negro 
toilers  have  the  right  to  be  suspicious  of  the  organisation  of  the  white. , 
working  class,  even  suspicion  of  the  revolutionary  trade  union  organi-estlcr, 
end ,o omr ades ,  we  must  say  frsnkly,  we  must  approach  this  question  frankly, 
and  say  that  even  among  Jae  Red  trade  union  sections  of  the  RILU,  amor "'the 
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revolutionary  trade  union  movement.  The  agitation  that  the  I  egrc  committee 
of  the  Executive  Bureau  has  carried  or  against'  special  exploitation  against 
the  Ferro  workers,  for  example,  the  Vestris.  disaster  in  which  we  sent  out 
an  appeal  to  the  Eegro  toilers  has  particularly'  attracted  the  attention 
of  large  numbers  of  Ferro  seamen  in  the  various  .arts  of  the  vjorld. 

vs  to  the  awakening  of  the  class  consciousness  of  the  Eerro  toilers, 
let  us  take  for  example,"  the  great  Haitian  demonstration  on  the  part  of 
the  American  workers  in  1929,  December,  against  the  massacre  of  the  Haiti¬ 
ans  b-  the  united  States  marines.  What,  comrades,  was  the  effect  from  on 
international  point  of  view  of  stimulating  the  Eegro  toilers  to  class  cons  ■ 
cbUBness?  The  fact  that  a  large  section  of  the  white  working  class  in  Ame¬ 
rica  had  demonstrated  in  solidarity  with  the  Haitian  workers  against  the 
United  States  imperialism.  It  was  for  the  first  time  that  the  workers  sow 
a  revolutionary  movement  in  America  supporting  their  struggle.  Fot  only 
in  Haiti,  but  in  Jamaica,  in  Trinadad,  in  a  number  of  Corribean  colonies, 
this  simple  demonstration  on  the  part  of  the  working  class  of  America  con¬ 
siderably  influenced  the  class  consciousness  of  the  Haitian  workers,  of 
the  kegro  workers  as  to  the  solidarity  of  the  revolutionary  movement  with 
regards  to  their  struggle. 

Let  us  take  some  of  the  results  in  South  Africa  and  in  the  United 
States.  I  have  already  said  that  the  Fon-European  federation  of  trade  unions 
has  developed  considerably  as  a  result  of  the  renewed  activity  of  the  re¬ 
volutionary  elements  in  South  Africa  to  carry  out  the  line  of  the  Executive 
Bureau.  Organisations  in  other  sections  of  South  Africa  have  beer,  stimulat¬ 
ed  by  this  activity. 

In  the  United  States,  the  red  trade  unions  3r.d  every  union  and  every 
League  of  the  TUUL  have  for  the  first  time  we  find  a  larger  and  larger 
number  of  Fegro  workers,  participating  in  the  activities  of  the  Red  trade 
U'  ions,  In  a  number  of  unions  we  have  a  large  number  of  Fegro  toilers  at 
at;  bers  of  these  unions. 

In  Fraroe  we  have  had  some  results  from  our  agitation  there  or  the 
part  of  or  e  kegro  comrade  Koyate  who  has  made  special  effoi  ts  to  orgarise 

some  of  the  1  e.-ro  workers  residing  in  France. 

\s  to  another  point,  and  that  is  the  question  of  the  organisation  of 

the  International  Conference  of  Fegro  .Yorkers.  Here  I  must  give  some 

facts  about  the  shortcomings  ,  about  the  achievements  and  results.  V/ hen  we 
consider  the  political  significance  of  the  Eegro  toilers  at  the  present 
period  of  capitalism,  we  can  readily  understand  the  great  political  signi¬ 
ficance  of  this  International  Conference  held  at  Hamburg  in  July.  In  the 
preparation  a  great*  deal  of  agitation  was  carried  on  throughout  the-  vori~ 
ous  sections  where  the  Eegroes  are.  This  has  aroused  the  kegro  toilers  in 
the  various  parts  of  the  "world  to  the  necessity  of  organising  the  trade 
union  movements  in  their  countries.  It  not  only  aroused  the  “egro  toilers, 
but  aroused  the  wrath  and  anger  of  the  bourgeoisie  against  o_.r  ef..  orts  to 
organise  the  Eegro  toilers.  However,  there  were  some  very  serious  short¬ 
comings  in  the  organisation  of  this  conference,  in  the  preparations  that 
have  been  made  for  it  and  in  the  help  and  assistance  renderec  by  the  sect- 
tions  affiliated  to  the  Red  trade  union  center. 

In  the  first  place  ,  we  must  point  out  that  we  in  the  center  made 
many  mistakes  and  had  many  shortcomings  of  a  political  as  well  as  a  tach- 
nical  character.  With  very  little  experience  in  organising  conferences,  it 
was  quite  natural  that  we  would  have  many  serious  shortcomings  as  to  how 
to  draw  larger  and  larger  masses  of  ^egro  toilers  in  the  preparations  for 
this  conference.  We  in  the  center  did  not  sufficiently  push  the  seotions 
of  the  Red  trade  unions,  to  help  us  in  this  movement.  But  the  most  serious 
s^DE  tcomings  in  our  conference  and  in  the  preparations  was  the  shortcoming 
of  the  Rec  sections.  For  examp"1  ,  the  Minority  Movement  in  England  rendered 
practically  no  assistance  in  the  organisation  of  this  conference  despite 
the  fact  that  we  had  planned  to  hold  the  conference  in  the  center  of  British 
imperialism  itself,  London.  The  Minority  Movement  lendered  very  little 
assistance,  comrades  in  trying  bo  assist  them  in  getting  delegates  from 
among  the  seamen  from  the  colonies  of  the  British  Empire,  The  same  thing 
may  be  said  of  the  French  affiliated  Red  unions  who  did  nothing  with 


regards  to  bringing  Negro  workers* from  the  French  colonies  to  our  conference 
Also  in  Belgium  section.  In  the  United  States  we  were  not  sufficiently 
broad  in  our-  campaign  for  organisation  of  the  conference  and  bringing  the 
wide  masses  of  Negro  toilers  in  the  participation  for  the  election  of 
delegates  to  the  Negro  Conference. 

As  a  result  of  these  shortcomings,  comrades,  this  poor  representation, 
poor  participation  and  poor  preparation  showed  itself  in  the  composition 
of  our  Congress.  Our  Congress  was  arranged  originally  to  be'  cwnposed  of 
25  delegates  from  various  sections  of  the  1‘egro  world.  We  had  only  17,  we 
had  7  delegates  from  the  United  States,  all  workers  from  the  factories,  we 
h8s  2  delegates  from  the  Gold  Coast,  one  from  Gambia,  one  from  Nigeria,  a 
white  delegate  from  S, Africa,  representing  the  native  trade  union,  a  de¬ 
legate  from  Jamaica  and  other «  Other  delegates  were  supposed  to  come  to 
our  conference  did  not  arrive,  because  of  difficulties.  Some  of  these 
oomrades  have  only  arrived  to  our  conference  in  the  last  few  days  here  at 
Moscow. 

At  this  conference  we  took  up,  the  main  political  task  thst  the  Negro 
toilers  face  at  the  present  time,  The  task  in  the  economic  struggles  of 
the  Negro  workers,  the  task  of  struggling  against  Social  Fasoism,  the 
fascism  of  the  Amsterdam  International  ana  the  American  Federation  of 
Labour,  holding  the  workers  back,  actually  participating  in  the  execution 
of  the  Negro  tollers  as  it  expresses  ftself  in  a  number  of  the  colonies,  > 
where.  Belgian  Socialists,  English  socialists,  Blench  socialists  were.  We 
have  outlined  there  a  oomplete  programme  of  struggle  against  Negro  trade 
union  reformism,  we  have  outlined  a  detailed  programme  for  the  trade  uni¬ 
on  organisation  of  the  Negr0  toilers  in  their  struggle  for  shorter  hours 
of  work,  in  the  .struggle  against  speed-up  system  of  the  rationalisation 
system,  this  especially  exploits  the  Negro  toilers,  also  the  most  import¬ 
ant  question  of  forced  labor  amongst  the  Negro  toilers  was  taken  up. 

This  is  perhaps  one  of  the  biggest  political  tasks  that  we  have  be¬ 
fore  us  in  the  organisation  of  the  Negro  toilers,  this  forced  labor  tk 
seen  in  South  Africa,  West  Africa,  Jamaioa,  Haiti  and  all  of  the  colonies,  " 
and  even  to#  a  certain  extent  in  some  parts  of  the  United  States. 

Another  very  important  political  question  was  the  question  of  the 
struggles  of  the  Negro  toilers  against  the  war  which  is  in  preparation. 

Our  conference  pointed  out  the  particular  significance  of  the  *egvo  toil¬ 
ers  in  the  last  war,  how.  -the  imperialists  drew  them  into  the  war  to  be  used 
ac  cannon  fodder  and  even  hoy./  at  the  present  time  they  are  preparing  great 
armies  of  Negro  toilers  to  be  used  in  the  next  war  sgainst  the  revolutionary 
trade  union  movement  and  also  sgainst  the  Soviet  Union. 

These  political  tasks  were  taken  up  in  quite  some  detail.  These  poli¬ 
tical  tasks  were  outlined  to  the  Negro  toilers  at  this  Conference.  These 
afe  the  basis  for  the  preparation  of  a  future  conference  of  the  Negro 
toilers,  and  will  be  the  basis  for  continued  efforts  to  orgenise  the  Negro 
workers  in  the  different  sections  of  the  world  in  the  coming  period. 

^Comrades,  I  have  spoken  of  the  shortcomings  with  regards  to  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  our  Conference  in. Hamburg.  It  is  necessary  now  to  deal  with.  . 
Eorae  shortcomings  with  regard  io  work  among  Negroes.  We  have  already  afeen 
that  repeatedly  the.  Executive  Bureau  of  the  RILU  has  continuted  to  instruct 
the  Red  sections  to  give  more  attention  to  the  organisation  of  the  Negro 
toilers.  But  what  has  been  thQ  attitude  of  all  of  our  sections?  In  some 
oases  the  attitude  amongst  the  reformist  and  right  elements  has  been  the 
same  attitude  as  the  social^r’eformists ’  but  of  course  there  were  picked  out 
of  the  movement  that  is,  an  attitude  of  indifference  to  the  organisation 
of  Negro  toilers,  #n  attitude  of  ohauvinism  to  the  Negro  toilers,  of  opport¬ 
unism  in  the  organisation  of  the  Negroes.  The  Negroes  have  had  experiences 
with  the  v/hite  working  class,  as  with  the  boss  class  ---  oppres&ion ,  sJLave- 
drivers,  8t  least  .with  the  reformist  section.  This  section  is  the  right 
hand  of  the  bosses  in  the  exploitation  of  the  Negro  .  Therefore,  the  Negro 
toilers  have  the  right  to  be  suspicious  of  the  organisation  of  the  white.,  M 
t»&rking  class,  even  suspicion  of  -the  revolutionary  trade  union  organisation 
end ,o omrades ,  we  must  say  frankly,  we  must  approach  this  question  frankly, 
and  say  that  even  among  the  Red  trade  union  sections  of  the  RILU,  anon'-  the 


rev olutuio nary  trade  'onions  affiliated  to  the  RILU, especially  the  opportun¬ 
ists,  that  the  Negro  toilers  also  have  a  rights o  be  suspicious  of  them  snt 
their  so-called  "superior "  attitude  towards  ^flnem.  They  have  the  right -be-; 
cause  of  this  to  be  suspicious  that  the  R^u  unions  may  have  the  serne  polio; 
towards  them  as  the  Amsterdam  Interna tional , as  the  American  Federation  of 
Labour,  because  for  fifty  years  the  Negro  workers  have  felt  the  special 
racial  abuses  of  the  white  work'inglass  and  they  have  not  seen  very  much 
difference  between  any  of  them,  at  least  ir.  an  organisational  point  o: 
view.  I  say  a^ain  that  the  opportunist  leadership  ir  the  Red  Trade  bnio 
have  led  to  this  condition.  We  must  drive  them  out  of  the  Red  Unions. 

1  think  the  Red  international  of  Labour  '-‘nions  a  nd  the  Executive  bureau, 
has  been  correct  in  insisting  that  our  sections  should  give  more  attention 
to  the  organisation  of  the  Negro  toilers.  But  comrades,  again  we  must  say 
that  our  sections  have  done  nothing  towards  the  organisation  of  the  Negro 
toilers,  towards  drawing  the  I-egro  workers  into  the  revolutionary  movement  ^ 
We  can  take  them  one  by  one.  England,  the  MLI  in  England  has  done  nothing^'' 
and  even  in  the  United"  States  although  there  is  a  change  as  a  result  of  • 
the  struggle  trial  has  been  carried  on,  still  there  is  not  sufficient  work 
being  done  in  America.  -  • 

With  regards  to  the  line  laid  down  by  the  RILU.  Comrades, 'I  think  tte t 
the  5  Congress  ana  the  delegates  must  seriously  consider  this  question, 
seriously  approach  this  question,  seriously  give  a  very  self  critical  ap¬ 
proach  to  .this  question,  seriously  analyse  it.  and  frankly  say  to  themselves 
what  they  have  not  done  -and  whqt  they  propose  to  do.  However,  ciimrad<.s,  J 
don't  think  that  it  is  time  for  us  to  make  too  many  prorates,  but  pctuoll: 
time  to  get  down  to  work  to  carry  out  the  .policies  and  l*ine  of  the  Red 
International,  ’  . 

Comrades,  we  have  come  at  the  4th  Congress,  we  have  brought  forward  , 
the  question  of  the  Negroes  to  the  4th  Congress,  but 'even  yet  we  find  that 
this  question  has  not  been  carried  out  in  all  sections.  We  have  now  at  the 
5  Congress  of  the  RILU  for  the  first'  time  a  Brazilian  representative  of  the 
Negro  toilers  in  Brazil,  and  we  must  sayfrQm  that  conversation  that  we 
had  with  him,  we  discover  in  Brazil  the  same  problem,  the  same  struggle 
there  that  we  have  had  i‘h  the  other  parts  of  the  world.  The  workers- 4.n 
Brazil  have  not  yet  actually  got  down  to  the'' organisation  of  the  workers  1: 
Brazil,  have  not  yet  got  actually  down  to  fundamental  task  of  oiganis- 

ihg  the  agrarian  workers  in  Brazil,  because  our  comrades  th era  have  not  yet 
seen  that  the  agrarian  problem  is  the’  fundamental  fpr  oblem  in  Brazil,  and  i 
that  the  ma.^orUty  nf  'the  TSrw^iuLiati  vrwkers  ’a'rfc  Tagro  toilers.  So 

ttfiafct  *jboni*rwint  tdplae*  this  ±i on  before  our  Braizllidn  comrade  end 
I*  yant  tostnv ite  the  peptic tpstiofc  of  our  Brazil! anheamrades  on  this  tri*? 
Wine hto  atite  quite ::frank!y  befbrajthis-GohgrBaarwKatmiimthedsifcUBtionainvf- 
Biieilj  whirls  it  that  wb  cannot  hat  e'n  era  Slag*  tipny*  vl  lthisniyeihenfitina 
tffiiil  here* before^  what  the4,  attitude,  of  the  white  comrades  has  been,  we 
£ave  in  a  disguised  form  the  manifestations  of  Chauvinism,  manif estaions 
of  white  chauvinism.  With  regards  to  tlqe  Brazilian  prganisation  these  ^pro¬ 
blems  must  be  analysed  by  our  Congress. 

low,  comrades’,  we  have  talkqd  of  the  shortcomings,  we  have  talked  of 
the  political  successes  of  the  Negro  toilers,  the  questiop  now  is  what 
are  our  tasks  and  tactics,  in  the  present  and  coming  period^  and  the  growing 
revolutionary  struggles  of  the  workers  in  the  first,  place"  demand  more  and 
more  attention  by  ’all  o.ur  sectiors  to  participate  more  and  more  *,in  these 
struggles. 

For  example,  one  important  political  task  is  the  self-determination 
of  the  Negro  toilers  in,  the  various  parts  of  the  world  and  in  particular  in 
the  United  States,  of  the  actual  putting  forward  of  the  slogan  of  self- 
determination  in  the.  Southern  part  of  the  U  hi  ted  States. 

Conoietely  we  have  a  number  of  tasks  that  must  be  operated  by  all 
co: ions  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  line  of  the  RILU  in  the  drawing  of  the 
w-erro  toilers  into  the  revolutionary  movement,  these  tasks  are  concretely*. 

1.  To  help  and  assist  the  new  international  trade  union  committee  of 
Negro  workers  that  has  beer,  recently  re-organised  at  the  Hamburg  conference 
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of  Negro  toilers.  In  the  main  the  tasks  are  the  strengthening  of  the  'exist¬ 
ing  contacts  and  connections  with  the  Negro  toilers  in  the  various  parte  of', 
the  world,  the  establishment  of  new  connections  with  the  Negro  toilers*  in 
the  various  parts  of  the  world. 

2.  The  popularisation  among  the  Negro  masses  of  the  principles  and  the 
resolutions  of  the  revolutionary  class  struggle. 

3.  To  assist  in  the  organisation  of  peasant  organisations  pnd  the 
drawing  of  them  into  direction  and  connection  with  the  RILU. 

4.  To  disseminate  inf ormati on  , about  conditions  of  work  and  life  of  tne 
Begro  toilers. 

This  is  to  be  particularly  disseminated  among  the  white  working  class 
in  the  imperialist  countries,  to  struggle  against  white  chauvinism  in  the 
ranks  of  the  working  class,  to  struggle  against  Negro  reformism  snd  Ferro 
nationalist  ideologies  and  Negro  trade  union  reformism,  particularly  in 
South  Africa  ard  in  the  United  States. 

The  next  task,  generally*  is  to  assist  in  the  preparation  for  a  second 
international  conference  of  Negro  workers.  We  have  a  task  in  the  great 
continent  of  Africa  where  we  shall  have  a  special  section  of  our  work. 

There  we  must  strengthen  and  build  the  Negro  organisations  of  the  Negro  work 
ers  in  South  Africa,  Gambia,  Nigeria,-  Sierra  Leone,  the  Gold  Coast,  and  a 
number  of  other  points  for  the  building  of  a  revolutionary  trade  union 
movement,  for  the  participation  of  -the  white  revolutionary  movement  in  the 
advanced  countries  in  this  development.  The  sections  of  the  Red"  trade  uni — 
ons  in  France  must  develop  their  colonial  sections  and  actively  organise 
them  and  have  special  sections  for  the  organisation  of  the  Negro  workers 
and  seamen  in  their  sections  there.  This  must  be  done  in  France,  England, 
and  the  USA. 

Comrades,  in  conclusion  I  hqve  not  had  time  to  outline  all  of  the 
tasks  that  are  before  us  at  the  present  moment,  but  1  think  in  conclusion, 
in  spite  of  all,  that  we  are  on  the  road,  for  the  first  time  for  the  organ¬ 
isation  of  the  Negro  toilers.  I  think  we  can  S3y,  that  the  Executive  Bureau 
of  the  RILU  and  the  RILU  itself  has  for  the  first  time  brought  forward 
ihc  question  of  the  organisation  of  the  Negro  toilers.  Not  only  have  "we 
gained  organisational  results,  but  also  worldwide  influence  among  the 
Negro  toilers,  and  contrary  to  the'opinions  of  certain  sections  of  the 
RILU  trade  unions?  particularly  in  America,  where  they  had  the  policy  that 
the  Negroes  were  reserves  of  capitalist  reaction,-  that  the  K^gro  toilers 
are  a  fundamental  part  of  the  revolutionary  trade  union  movement  and  are 
assisting  the  development  of  this  movement  to  a  higher  level  and  at  the 
present  time  assisting  in  shaking  the  very  foundation  of  capitalism  in 
America.  The  RILU  can  be  said  to  have  penetrated  the  whole  world  and 
brought  the  Negro  workers  into  the  rev olutionary  movement  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  new  Executive'  Bureau  and  will  carry  forward  what  we  have 
already  accomplished,  the  bringing  of  millions  of  millions  of  Negro  toiler- 
into  the  revolutionary  trade  union  movement  not  only  for  the  establishment 
of  socialism  in  the  Soviet  Union,  for  establishing  and  bringing  of  a  work¬ 
ers’  government  in  every  section  of  the  capitalist  world,  for  the  bringing* 
of  great  majority  of  toilers  into  the  revolutionary  movement,  for  the 
overthrown  imperialism..’ 
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STHUGKHS  AO AIKS T  WHITS  CHAUTTKiaSS 


One  o  t  the  quest  lone  which,  was  sharply  raised  during  the  dt&omaslOB® 
ofc  Filth  Oongrese  of  the  HILU  was  the  necessity  of  struggling  «£»!««$ 
white  ch5U»ir*isrc.  The  Kegho  delegates  from  Africa,  the  United  .State?  afiu 
IktinAOaerle*  all  pointed  out  that  white  uhBwrthSnmy.-as  one  of  the  greatest 
Dost  ados  which  stood  in  the  way  of  winning  the  i  egro  workers  for  the  rev  D" 
lot  lottery  movement;  and  because  of  this,  it  is'  absolutely  necessary  ti.at  . 
we  oaFry  oh  relentless  struggle  to  eradicate  this  bourgeois  Ideology ;£FNI 
tfte  rank*  of  the  white  w  orkers. 

The  importance  ol  tais  phase  of  our  revolutionary  work  wa&  QlsO  f|tv 
tiqgly  pointed  out  by  Comrade  losovsky,  the  Secietaiy  of  the  h, I. lull.*  ID 
the  course  of  his  speech  on  the  discussion  in  the  main  report  to  the  - 
Congress ;  f 

Kx4r  iat  From,  C  omr  a  d  e  Lobov  sky  ^  s  Speech. 


A  very  big  problem  at  this  Congress  has  been  presented  by  the  repre-  ■ 
sefttstivea  of  the  Kegro  colonies  and  Negro  workers  of  the  world.  Comrade 
Ford)  in  his  joint  report  and  other  speakers  as  well,  have  told  us  that 
they  are  entitled  to  look  with  suspicion  even  upon  the  revolutionary  tyodD 
union  organisation*  when  it  comes  to  the  racial  problem,  I  must  state  pf, 
most  unfortunately*  caarMe  Ford  is  perfectly  right,  I  could  give  you  the  . 
latest  sample  of  what  it  means.  must  fresh  from  the  Unitec  States,  a  sample 
that  is  simply  astounding  for  the  revolutionary  labour  movement.  In  his 
last  letter  to  ue  comrade  Sohmles,  president  of  the  Trade  Union  Unity  LeegudT 
tell  Us  that  during  the  Chicago  unemployed  workers  convention  all  the  dor 
legates  had  their  dinners  in  a  cooperative  Lithuanian  restaurant,  which  is^. 
ru&  by  Lithuanians  belonging  to  the  tuul*  Yet,  the  people  running  this 
cooperative  were  strongly  against  the  Negro  delegates  having  dinner  in 
their  restaurant,  the  excuse  being  given  that  this  would  be  likely  to  drive 
•  fwey  customers.  So  what  these  '’comrades*'  suggested  was; "We  will  let  the 
BegrOSs  have  the  money,  and  they  esn  go  and.  eet  wherever  they  want  to".  I 
hold  that  an  incident  like  this  is  simply  a  crying  disgrace  and  a  blot  -  - 

upon  the  revolutionary  labour  movement  (cheers).  And  members  of  revolution* 
ary  trade  unions,  or  communists,  or  that  type  if  there  heppen  to  be 
communist®  among  them  —  should  be  thrown  out  neok  and  or op.  There  is  no 
place  for  them  inside  the  TtJUL,  (Continued  ana  loud  applause), 

Comradee,  s  tingle  fact  like  this  is  sufficient,  however,  to  b»«k  up 
th®  justifiable  eusploione  of  our  Negro  Qomradee.  But  1  went  to  ask  you? 
met  €9?t  pt  action  our  organisations  take  when  they  oome  up  against  facts  v 
hf  this  kin^«  To  write  to  1'osoow  mdbns  very  little,  whet  1  am  interested  if 
in  whet  was  done,  whet  has  been  done,,  in  the  United  States  to  stigmatise 
Vbite  cheUviBlfeto  of  this  kind?  whet  have  you  done?  After  ell,  the  struct 
0 gainst  whlt$  ohv uyinisa  is  not  a  matter  of  our  meeting  together  in  cong*  ' 
kCoD  cede  in  two  and  a  half  years,  passing  resolutions  unanimously,  and 
then  allotting  you  to  take  up  a  perfectly  cold* blooded  attitude  to  foots 
like  these,  That  isn’t  fighting  white  chauvinism,  that  is  masking  condon¬ 
ing  white  chauvinism  (cheers).  The  struggle  against  white  chauvinism  must  ‘ 
mean  that  every  member  of  our  organisation  who  has  shown  himself  to  be  & 
White  chauvinist  must  be  branded  for  whet  he  is  at  meetings  of  the  workers 
(cheers).  Vi  hot  you  have  to  do  is  to  brandmark  this  sort  of  racial  ohauvi* 
t-iwo,  which  is  the  plainest  indication  of  bourgeois  mentality  in  the  heart 
of  the  working  class  that  you  can  get.  And  these  people  have  to  be  otig* 
malted  both  st  meetings  of  the  workers,  in  the  press,  end  if  nee  Denary  by 
mCftfci-.  of  a  epeciol  campaign  of  open**etr  meetings  on  the  subject, 

I  c&n  ipiote  you  en  inoldeet  of  much  the  seme  kind  which  occurred  st 
the  Stalin&rsd  Tractor  Works,  of  which  you  are  already  aware.  At  that  - 

!lecr£  aft  American  worker  struck  a  legro  workers.  It  the  Soviet  workers  hod 
ookeu  upon  this  incident  m  the  way  people  do  Dop  often  in  the  United 
Spates  they  mould  hove  waited  till  the  next  Trade  Union  Congress  which  is 
dun  to  meet  in  e  year's  Hue,  and  would  there  heve  passed  a  special  reso¬ 
lution,  But  that  is  not  the  way  the  Soviet  workers  go  about  it;  they  did 
not  wait  till  their  Congress  was  due  to  meet  (cheers).  When  this  inclde®*  -* 


become  known  In  the  presfc,  In  »il  the  factories  o.  citieE  like  Loccoth 
Leningrad,  Charkov  and  others  and  plants  in  places  as  wide  apart  os  tn® 
Urals,  and  the  Far  East  the  workers  met  and  passed  protest  ^cfoi-Ji3ES* 

*hey  nleoted  special  delegates  which  they  sent  to  Stalingrad  in  the  cap*’ 
citv  St  aublic  prosecutors  against  the  hooligan  In  ^ueBtiofc  .cncers,.  inif) 
IS  wfcafc  you  call  fighting  white  chauviniafc,  this  is  whet  is  meant  by  reulP 
ly  mobilising  the  workers,  and  rapping  every  rov.-dy  over  the  khuckles  wh^ 
Calebs  it  leto  his  head  to  show  hia  rsoial  "superiority  over  te^o  worker* 
1  think  our  comrades  from  South  Africa,  the  UCA»  Latin  America,  snu  the 
Antilles  ncttlu  learn  something  from  the  Soviet  workers  fapplsus?)  in  tb*. - 
line  als«  1  don’t  happen  to  be  speaking  of  other  lines  «f 
moment  -**  end  realise,  the  way  to  go  about  it*  to  Ukh  *!L 

organised  fBshion,  and  with  a  reel  punch  behind  it,  for  the  J?**®6*  9} 

once  putting  our  fast  down  upon  every  sign  of  deviation  from  class  polio,  . 
then  you  have  th-  strength  of  the  Soviet  working  class. 

Tremendous  political  importance  attaches  to  the  WsttOJ  Ol 
the  fleiro  workers.  It  is  only  out-and-out  bureaucrats  who  Q&hhOt  realiee 
this  and  only  people  cherishing  nothing  but  bourgeois  prejudices,  who 
oannit  nee  that  the  twelve  million  fegroes  in  the  Uni tod  States  repress** 
huge  potential  revolutionary  foroe  of  the  immediate  future,  ^ly 
understanding  nothing  of  the  class  struggle  or  of  the  revolutionary  move* 
went  can  fail  to  realiee  that  the  revolt  of  ^hj  Bliok  Continent  agaittjt 
imperialism  is  only  beginning,  and  that  our  Jb  to  .make  use  of 
huge  amount  of  combustible  materiel,  to  make  allies  for  ourselv  s 
vast  masses  ate  thing  with  hatred  against  their  oppressors,  to  ^jew  th«n 
closer  to  ourselves,  and  to  assist  them  with  the  *»•}•*•«*£  h-!%ie* 
eace  we  have  aocw&ulated.  We  heve  to  make  fighting  allies  in  W  mWIW 
lylnc  immeuiately  ahead  of  these  immense  numbers  of  colonial  sieves,  vnecw 
huge  reservoirs  of  aumen  peterials,  which  the  bourgeoisie  ond  tut  corral 
ed  corkers  look  down  upon  from  the  heights  of  their  waits  grandeur.  *-‘0t 

i'/.e  itfttJ  odd  its  affiliates  Seotions  must  do  everything  they  Q6'b  to 
help  ir  the  furthex  unification  of  the  1  egro  workers  to  utilise  shu  de- 
vel''P  the  labours  of  the  conference  which  wos  held  in  hoeiburg,  end  to' 
transform  the  International  Trade  Union  Gpmmittee  of  L  egro  workers  ir.  to. 

SB  orgcniBo Lion  with  backing  emone  the  masses  throughout  the  < whole  BxaCh 
lohtineat,  i»  the  United  States,  in  katin  America,  and  in  fcne  ..eat  lnuies. 
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the  nbgrc  itovskeft  in  *,frica 

' f Comrade.  Tom  Marsh  -  Nigeria  )  . 

Comrades,  as  you  all  know  the  original  hone  of  all  Negroes  is  Africa. 
Today  we  are  scattered  all  over  the  world,  about  250  to  270  million  Negroe 
Therefore  you  find  that  we  Negroes  of  Africa  are  called  barbarians  by  all 
the  civilised  World.  But  today  -  ou  find  that  that  word  is  being  made  use 
of  more  .by  the  capitalists  and  imperialists  who  make  use  of  this  word  in 
order  to  crush  the  workers  all  over  the  world.  They  use  every,  effort  to 
crush  the  workers,  and  they  even  have  the  Amsterdam  International  helping 
them. 

We  have  all  listened  very  attentively  to  Comrade  Losovsky’s  elaborate 
and  exhaustive  speech  in  which,  under  the  ■  International  Trade  Union  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Negro  Workers  he  mentioned  that  the  problem,  of  organising  Negro 
workers  and  of  strengthening  the  influence  of  the  RILU  among  them  was  a 
burning  question  even  before  the  4th  Congress  of  the  RILU. 

I  bring  these  few  straight  words  -  before  you— -there ■ is  more  behind 
these  few  words  than  the  actual  phrase.  The  workers  in  Germany,  in  France, 
iff  England ,  in  the  United  Stales,  have  paid  very  little  attention  to  the 
organisation  of  Negro  workers  in  the  different  colonial  countries  and  in 
the  Southern  States  of  America. 

Comrades,  we  Africans  came  to  this  Congress  of  the  Prof intern  not  a.  . 
only  to  make  speeches,  but  to  find  ways  and  means  whereby  v/e  can  put  in  the 
most  favourable  activity  in  our  revolutionary  movement.  We  have  in  this 
hall  Germans,  French,  Americans,  Japanese  and  Chinese  workers,  besides 
others.  Comrades,  look  up  and  you  can  see  the  slogan  "’.Yorkers  of  the  World 
Unite".  This  is  for  every  worker  whether  he  be  white,  yellow,  brown  or 
block  because  we  are  for. unity.  As  you  all  know,  unity  is  strength, 

V/e  come  again  to  the  Negro  question.  Organisation  of  the  Negroes  is,  a 
very  hard  task,  as  we  all  know,  the  capitalists  and  -  imperialists  are  not 
sleeping.  They  pay  greater  attention  to  the  organisation  of  the  Negro 
than  the  proletariat  does.  They  know  the  danger  in  the  organisation  of  the 
Negroes,  and  they  are  using  every  imaginable  means  to  crush  those  Negroes 
working  in  cooperation  with  the  w)aite  revolutionary  workers.  V/e  see  today 
the  means  used  in  India  and  China.  Comrades,  you  in  the  USSR  are  the  in¬ 
spiration  of  all  workers  and  this  Fifth  Congress  of  the  Profintern  is  one 
of  the  ways  ’in  which  it  shows  the  practicability  of  building  up  true 
Socialism,  I  say,  "Long  Live  the  USSR". 

The  organisation  of  the  Negro  workers  in  the  different  capitalist 
countries  has  not  been  given  the  serious  attention  it  needs.  There  seems 
to  exist  among  many,  workers  in  the  different  imperialist  countries  what 
1  will  call  white  chauvinism;  and- I  will  say  that  as  long  as  this  spirit 
exists  the  revolutionary  movement  is  greatly  handicapped.  Because  capital¬ 
ists  pay  such  serious  attention  to  the  Negro  movement  they  are,  therefore,' 
able  to  divide  the  white  and  black  workers  in  their  countries.  The  quest¬ 
ion  then  arises  on  what  side  should  the  Negro  workers  throw  in  their  lot? 

I  am  a  full-blooded  African  and  I  think  I  am  voicing  the  entire 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  toilers  of  my  race  when  1  say  that  all 
oppressed  Negroes  of  the  world  will  fight  and  die  with  the  working  class 
(Applause? . 

Comrades,  look  at  the.  piano.  It  is 'a  good  specimen  of  the  workers 
organisation.  You  can  only  hear  the  sound  of  the  piano  by  pressing  the 
keys.  The  keys  are  painted  in  white  and  .. blcack.  So  are  all  the  workers  of 
the  whole  world.  The  blaok  keys  are  called  flats  and  the  white  sharps. 

The  black  keys  represent  the  Negro  workers.  The  white  workers  by  not  organ 
ising  the  black  workers .allow  them  to  take  the  position  of  the  flat  keys, 
but  before  you  can  get  very  sweet  and  melodious  music  on  the  piano,  you 
are  bound  to  press  the  black  and  white  key  together.  Therefore’,  it  is  your 
duty  to  organise  the  blaok  and  white  workers  together.  (Applause). 

Comrades,  as  I  have  stated  before,  the  capitalists  and  imperialists 
are  not  sleeping.  They  have,  in  crushing  the  workers,  two  very  strong 
instruments:  the  first,  1  will  say,  is  race  prejudice.  They  try  to  creste 


a  distinction  between  the  whites  ar.d  blacks  by  preaching  race  prejudice. 

The  capitalists  know  what  they  are  doing, 

-For  instance,  t$ke  the  Negro  Congress  which  should  ’nave  been  helditn 
London  on  July  let,  It  was  banned  by  the  McDonald  Government,  and. -what  diu 
we  find?  What  was  trie  action  of  the  working  class  movement?  They  did  not 
comb  forward  and  protest  against  this,  prejudice  although  it  was  an  occas¬ 
ion  for  them  to  act.  They  think  this  is  only  a  question  of  the  Negroes  - 

that  it  affects  the  Negroes  only  ;but  that  same  instrument  is  going  to  be 

used  by  the  capitalists  -.’hen  they  come  among  the  Negroes.  They  are  going 

to  tell  the  Negroes  "When  we  banned  you  from  England,  uliat  did  your  white 

brothers;' do?"  "Did  they  protest?"  The  capi  tal  ists  .Tcnow  the  danger  of  organ¬ 
ising  the  Negro  workers,  and  therefore  they  are  prepared  to  do  anything 
in  order  to  prevent  the  black  ^nd  white  workers  coming  together.  But  we 
workers  can  meet  them  on  the  same  ground.  '  - 

We  have  another  illustration  of  how  the  white  workers  should  make  in¬ 
tensive  propaganda,  ^nd  that  is  by  going  among  th*  workers  and  preaching 
to  them  that  the  Negroes  are  their  brothers  fighting  one  common  bheiay  and- 
that  is  the  capitalist  class,  taking  as  your  point  that,  the  Negro  and  the 
white  workers  have  only  one  kind  of  blood  and  that  is  red  blood.  (Applause, 
Comrades,  Comrade  Losovsky  stated  it  is  a  difficult  problem  to  organ¬ 
ise  the  Negro  workers.  Another  instrument -that  is  being  used  among  the 
Negro  workers  by  the  capitalists  is  a  book*-  It  is  the. book  that  is  called 
the  "Bible".  -Thousands ,  of  pounds,  millions  of  pounds,  have  been  given  by 
the  capitalists  to  have  the  "Bible”  translated  into  hundreds  of  languages 
to  arouse  in  the  workers  a  submissive  feeling  in  order  to  t^ke  sway  the 
ground  from  under  their  feet. 

Comrades,  I  say  again  we  workers  can  meet  them  on  the  same  level. -,Let 
usf bring  out  our  "bible”.  We  have. a  "bible".  He  have  a  stronger  "bible",  a 
superior  "bible".  Where  is  that  "bible?"  What  is  that  "bible?"  here  ir, 
this  same  hall  we  have  that  "bible"  -  it  is  Lenin's  works,  (Prolonged 
applause)..  Comrades,  when  \  say  Lenin’s  works  I  mean  that  the  workers 
Should  put  forward  3  great  effort  aid  have  Lenin's  works  printed  and  pub¬ 
lished  in  as  many  languages  as  the  "Bible"  ha's  been  printed.  (Applause). 
With  Leninas  works  every  worker  is  expected  to  go  into  the  factories  and! 
mines  and  we  must  see  that  ih  every  factory,  work  shop  and.  mill,  which  are 
our  stronghold,  we  must  put  copies  of  Lenin's  works  in  the  workers'  hands. 
Let  the  toilers  read  .  learn  and  digest  Lenin's  works.  As  long  as  ve  take 
the  NegJ56es  and  organise  .than  and  also  carry1  on  extensive  propaganda  among 
the  v/orkers  we  shall  see  the-  growth  of  the  revolutionary  movement  in  the- 
capitg^ist -countries"  and  in  the  colonies.  .  1 

Comrades,  1  say  Lon^  Live  the  Soviet  Republic!  * 

.  1 

- — -----  obo  00000-  ------- 


Cstfomreder Green  . 

Comrades,  originally  the  African  Federation  of  Trade  Unions  whom  I 
represent  here  elected  5  Negro  delegates  betides  myself,  but,  owing  to  the 
persecution  and  oppression  of  the  imperialist  government,  ir  S. Africa,  it 
was  not  possible  for  the  Negro  delegates  to  be  present  at  this  Congress , 

It  is  quite  likely  that  before  the  Congress  is  over,  notwithstanding  the 
brutal  oppressive  measures  adopted  against  the  Negro  workers,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  persecution,  v;e  will  find  ways  and.  means  to  get  the  Negro., workers 
to  represent  their  class  3nd  race  here. 

I  want  to  say  8t  the  outset  that  the  economic  crisis  which  is  shak¬ 
ing  the  very  foundation  of  the  capitalist  structure  ir  the  imperialist 
countries  has  had  a  very  serious  effect  of  S. Africa.  Ir.  spite  of  its 
geographical  remotness,  in  spite  of  its  mineral  wealth,  the  economic  crisis 
has  reacted  from  Wall  Street  to  S. Africa.  In  actual  practice,  the  crisis 
expressed  itself  in  the  following  form*.  S. Africa  is  principally  an  agri¬ 
cultural  country  and  as  a  result  of  the  drop  in  the  world  prices  of  •  ' 


of 
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agricultural  c  ora 
hur  ureds  and  tuo 
reds  and  thousar 
and  thrown  on  to  the  olread 
ir.  the  price  of  disnonus  has  accentuated 
industry  ir  or. e  of.  the  important. 
In  proportion  to  the  population  in 


an  agrarian  crisis  has  set  in  resulting  4ir 
native  workers  beir  -  +V,v,,"'yi  rV,°  1 


thrown  orr  the  la  mi,  hu-d- 
native  fathers  being  ruined,  by  bankruptcy 
dating  large  array  of  unemployed,  The  drop 
trie  economic  crisis  for  the' 
industries  ir  S. Africa . 

S. Africa  we  probably  have  as  large 


percenta  --e 


cart  oi  the 


world . 


The  capitalist 


of  u  employed  os  in  an 

rulers  composed  of  the  imperialists  of  Britain  and  the  feudal  landlor* 
aristocrats  of  S.ufrica  have  tried  to  solve  their  economic  problems  in  the 
good  old  fashioned  way  by  means  of  taking  the  land  from  the  workers  in 
order  to  compel  the  masses  to  work  for  them,  under  slave  conditions,  think¬ 
ing  that  by  increasing  the  degradation 
still  further  they  are  goring  ,to  solve 
country. 

In  consequence,  they  have  already 
the  Kegr.0  masces  ana  an 
ana  the  Communist  rerty 


&nd 

the 


exploitation  of 
economic  crisis 


the  Uegro  masses 
which  faces  the 


in  tod weed 


series  of 


measures,  however,  ha : 


lav/s  a*ainst 
trade  'unions 

of  S .Africa.  The  effect  of  these  new  repressive 

o  the  dissatisfaction  of  Hertzog  arc 


particular  against  the  revolutionary 


ent  ii  cl; 


been 

of  the  imperialists  of  the  La  jC ur  -.arty.  They  have  not  solved  the  economic 
problem  in  S. Africa,  and  their .Oppression  has  resulted  in  a  revolutionary 
upsurge  not  only  among  the  industrial  masses  but  also  among  those  millions 
of  agrarian  slaves  who  are  coming  into  the  revolutionary  movement  against 
the  imperialist  and  lanulords. 

I  do  not  want  to  go  into  details  as  time  is  limited,' but  it  is  suf¬ 
ficient  p  soj  that  during  the  last  L  years,  as  far  as  drawing  in  masses 
into  the  revolutionary  movement  is  concerned,  we  have  made  more  progress 
than  during  the  lost  3C  years.  The  difficulties  are  enormous,  but  1  must 
say  that  S. Africa  does  not  in  any  way  support  the  theory  of  except! oralism. 
Wc  realise  that  practically  all  the  mistakes  made  in  the  imperialist  count¬ 
ries  are  also  made  by  the  right  wingers  and  reformists  ir  S.AiriC3 .  We 
find  a  lack  of  faith  in  the  masses,  and  particularly  the  I7egro  masses  and 
3  General  unci  earn  ess  in  carrying  on  revolutionary  trade  union  work. 


•The  Fe.-ro  workers  are.,  however,  beginning  to  assert  themselves  and 


arc 


assuming  the  leadership  oi  revolutionary  organisations . 

The  question  of  unity  has  also  been  made  a  fetish  .in  S .Africa  ’..here 
we  have  really  two  .trade  union  movements  -  one  reformists  -  y/hite  organic., 
isation  and  a  Revolutionary  Fegro  organisation  as  well  as  a  reformist 
trade  ur.ior  among  the  Fegro  workers  which  in  all  questions  has  betrayed 
the  Fegro  workers.  7/e  had  a  case  where  Fegro  furniture  workers  made  an 
agreement  of  mutual  assistance  with  the  European  and  colored  furniture 
workers.  In  the  month  of  January,  the  Uegro  workers  of  Johannesburg 
helped  the  European  workers  vhb  were  on  strike,  but  about  two  months  later 
when  the  Fegro  workers  came  out  on  strike,  white  workers  rot  only  betrayed 
them  hut  when  the  Uegro  strike  pickets  were  being  led  away  by  the  police, 
the  workers  who  had  received  assistance  from  the  Uegro  workers  two  months 
before  Jured  at  the  strikers. 

We  race  tremendous  difficulties,  but  n otwi thstandir.g  this  ve  feel  sure 
that  this  Congress  will  hammer  out  a  proper  policy  for  the  revolutionary 
trade  union  movement  in  S;Afrioa. 

tfe  must  realise  that  S. Africa  is  one  of  the  most  important  links  in 
British  imperialism.  Millions;  and  millions  of  pounds  fi on  that  country 
are  being  dr-awrf  by  the  3ritish  imperialists  through  the  exploitation  of 
the  vast  naresres  of. Uegro  and  white  workers. 

let  me,  soy  '-that  the  white  workers  who  thought  that  the  privileges 
they  enjoyed  in  trite  past  would  be  maintained  and  continued  for  ever  sre 
beginning  to  realise  now,  as  a“result  of  the  sharpening  of  class  contra¬ 
dictions  in  the  country,  that  these  will  no  longer  exist  in  the  future. 

The  capitalist  'rulers  in  S. Africa  made  up  their  minds  to  level  down 
all  the  workers  to  one  level  and  we  know  quite  well  that  this  means  the 
level  of  the  Fegro  workers,  unless  all  unite  together,  and  fight  for  a 
o oramon  high  standard  fflr  all. 

In  ppite  of  the  fact  thsttwe  have  as  yet  made  little  progress  in 


-WO 


combatting  the  chauvinist  anu  reformist  poxicy  of  the  white  workers  we  are 
now  being  assisted  tremendously  in  this  struggle  by  the  economic  develop¬ 
ment  oi  the  country  and  the  economic  crisis  of  the  moment.  These  are  gradual 
ly  knocking  out  of*  the  minds  of  the  aristocratic  trade  unions  in  South 
Africa  their  belief  that  they  will  forever  be  able  to  maintain  their  seven 
and  eight  pound  per  week,  while  the  Ter ro  work  for  a  fa w  shillings  or  no¬ 
ticing  at  all. 

The  organisation  of  the  I  egro  workers  in  the  revolutionary  ..trade  union 
movement  in  Africa  generally,  and  South  Africa  particularly  has  not  receiv¬ 
ed  the  attention  it  deserves.  The;  industrial  proletariat  of  Africa-is  not 
very  numerous  although  in  South  Africa  there  are  one  million  Ferro  indue l- 
.rial  workers  and  one-fourth  of  a  million  white  workers.  T otwithstandirw 
the  fact  lhat  the  industrial  proletariat  is  small,  with  the  weakening  o_ 
imperialism  in  Cains  and  with  the'revolutionary  movement  in  India,  the  im¬ 
perialists  of  Britain,  France,  etc.,  are  concentrating  seriously  on 


line  of  defence.  This  vast  continent  has  been  cro; 


the 

;sed  from  South  to 


md  from  T! orth  to  South  several  time  both  by  motor  and  aeroplane  and 


second 

Forth 

everything  possible  is  done  b;  them  to  open  it  up.  This  is  not  for  the 
purpose  of  advancing  scientific  development.  The  imperialists  know  how  to 
penetrate  the  continent  of  Africa  and  we  must  also  learn  this.  .It  cannot 
do  it  with  exactly  the  same  methods  as  ace  used  in  Europe  and  America. 

this  continent  and  when  we  do  this  we  will  realise 


</e  must  study 


tha  t  *. 

these  numerically  weak  industrial  workers  are  capable  not  only  of  forming 
a  very  determined  force  a  ainst  British  and  international  imperialism,  but 
they  ti .  e  in  a  position  by  organising  themselves  to  lead  not  only  trie  in¬ 
dustrial  proletariat  of  Africa  but  the  250  million  native  peasantry  there. 

Y/e  must  not  forget,  comrades,  tiui  although  Africa  at  the  preset' t 
moment  may  not  be  very  highly  developed,  although  not  "the  jewel  in  the 
crown  of  British  imperialism",  we  must  realise  that  the  imperialists  aie 
concentrating  on  Africa,  that  the  dark  continent  is  being  gradually  open¬ 
ed  up  anu  that  tremendous  possibilities  for  invigorating  imperialism  be 
theie.  But  we  must  see  that,  the  development  of  the  continent  do_§s  r:ot 
result  -in  a  new  life  foi  decaying  imperialism  but  on  the  contrary  expedites 
its  downfall. 


I  want  to 


ci  C4  '  r 


in  conclusion  that  .one  of  the  best  ways  of  bringing 


about  a  real  understanding  between  the  colonial  workers  and  the  European 
workers  is  not  to  ignore  what  is  happening  there  but  to  concentrate  on  t 
work  there,  expose  imperialist  atrocities,  help  in  organising  the  toiling 
masses  of  the  colonies.  The  first  time  an  African  representative  received 
any  support  in  exposing  the  conditions  that  imperialism  introduced  in 


he 


Africa  was  in  the  Soviet  press. 

I  want  to  mention  one  point  to  show  how  little  interested  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  organisations  in  the  metropolis  are  in  exposing  the  work  of  the 
imperialists  in  Africa.  I  tried  to  get  a  few  articles  published  in  the 
Germany  revolutionary  press  to  expose  the  brutalities  of  the  imperialist 
in  S. Africa.  Fo  one  was  interested  in  S. Africa.  This  shows  the  attitude 
that  the  workers  in  imperialist,  countries  adopt  towards  the  colonies.  As 
long  as*  this  is  reflected  in  our  movement,  I  am  afraid  that  the  unity  we 
must  bring  about  will  not  be  brought  about.  'Me  in  Africa  form  only  one 
link  in  the  units  that  are  fighting  against  imperialism  and 'we  must  a trengt 
then  that  link  and  weld  it  onto  the  ohain  of  anti-iruperia list  forces, 
which  embraces  the  workers  of  India,  Chino,  etc.,  and  of  the  metropoli  or 
countries.  Y/e  must  see  that  both  Lr.s*ide  of  Africa  and  in  the  European 
countries  and  America  everything  possible  is  done  in  order  to  link  up 
the  chain  against  .imperialism. 

I  want  to  say,  comrades,  that  Amsterdam  has  been  very  busy  durir  ;  the 
last  three  years  trying  to  do  its  dirty  work  in  Sj?ut.h  Africa,  and  although 
it  has.  made  little  progress  because  the  oppressed  Afriosn  masses  have- 
nothing  to  expect  from  Amsterdam,  it  has  redoubled  its  efforts;  and  w-e  see 
from  the  reformist  press  that  Amsterdam  bandits  lackeys  are  trying  to  get 
the  workers  away  from  the  revolutionary  movement.  They  have  made  no  .suc- 
oess  at  all,  nevertheless,  they  are  concentrating  on  South  Africa.,  Me 
know  thao  the  reformists  inside  the  trade  unions  and  the  ref ormists 


are  doing  everything  possible  to  get  the  Negroes  away  from  the  revolution¬ 
ary  movement.  Therefore,  it  is  up  to  us  now,  while  we  still  have  an  u/.cor- 
r  up  ted  industrial  and  agrarian  proletariat  in  Africa  with  a  basis  to  work 
on,  to  concentrate  our  efforts  and  activities  there,  to  extend  the  Fede¬ 
ration,  which  consists  principally  of  workers  in  the  secondary  industries 
into  the  basic  industries  and  among  agrarian  workers,  not  only  within  the 
union  of  South  Africa  but  in  the  adjoining  territories  which  embrace  some 
4u  million  slaves.  We  must  bring  unity  in  the  revolutionary  movement, 
without  any  chauvinistic  distinctions.  If  we  don't  tackle  this  vast  cont¬ 
inent  seriously  now,  if  we  fail  to  organise  the  industrial  proletariat  to 
lead  the  industrial  and  agrarian  revolution  in  Africa,  in  a  few  years  the 

work  will  be  much  more  difficult,  because  it  is  possible- - *  Amsterdam 

will  make  headway.  We  must  develop  from  that  small  spark  which  exists  at 
the  present  moment  in  Johannesburg  into  a  movement  which  all  embrace  the  ' 
^50,000,000  Kegro  slaves  of  the  entire  African  continent,  and  bring  them 
into  the  struggle  against  imperialism. 


oooooo* 


from  Africa  is  taking 


Coftrade  George  Miller .{Gambia  ) . 

Comrades;  The  thesis  we  are  discussing  has  drawn  special  attention  fo 
the  importance  of  the  T-egro  workers  of  the  world  in  the  international  re¬ 
volutionary  movement.  And  it  is  significant  that  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  this  great  movement  a  Fegro  delegation 
part  in  this  Profintern  Congress. 

This  shows  that  the  legro  workers  of  the  world  have  been  awakened  to 
the  call  of  the  international  struggle  foi  the  overthrow  of  capitalism. 
Although  the  trade  union  movement  in  my  part  of  the  African  Continent 
(.Vest)  is  still  a  young  movement,  yet  the  great  thinr  3bout  it  is  that  it 
has  started  there  as  the  direct  result  of  the  failure  of  the  old  leaders 
to  put  forward  any  programme  Of  mill  tarit -'action-  for'the  liberation  of.  the 
working  masses.  This  first  legro  delegation  from  Africa  further  indicates 
that  the  Ferro  workers  of  the  world  have  come  to  recognise  the  USSR  as  the  , 
Fatherland  of  proletarian  democracy,  that  they  pledge  their  support  for 
the  defence  of  the  Soviet  Union  against  the  capitalists!" 

The  ^egro  workers  of  the  world  are  indebted  to  the  pioneering  activit¬ 
ies  of  the  Red  International  of  Labour-  Unions  for  the  Steps  now  taken  to 
solve  their  problems  from  an  international  point  of  view.  One  concrete 
i e l ul t  of  these  activities  has  been  the  first  International  Conference  of 
lagro  Workers  which  too.*,  place  at  Hamburg  last  (July,  and  which  drew  up  a 
programme  of  trade  uniin  action  foi  the  Jfogro  workers.  A  part  of  this  pro¬ 
gramme,  comrades,  deals  specifically  with  the  economic  Situation  of  the 
w  i  tish  colony  and  x-rotectoi-ate  of  Gambia,  with  particular  reference  to. 
t.  e  struggles  of  the  workers  and  peasants  it?  that  area.  From  the  very  start 
thr- e ■  s tr uggl es  have  been  of  a  marked  revolutionary  character.  They  «anifest- 
t-i.  -hemselvcs  in  a  general  strike  which  broke  out -among  the  Gambian  workers 
last  TJovember.  In  the  past  unorganised  strikes  ha-d  taken  place  occasionally 
in  individual  local  trades,  but  "herer  before  in  the  history  of  the  colony  « 
nod  .there  been  a  general  strike  Which  closed  the  principal  trading  port"  of 
the  country  and  suspended  all  business 
a  successful  strike  at  a  time  of  acute 
far-  corner  of  Africa  iwh'have  been  able 

of  the  Profintern.  We  have 'proved  that  _ _ 

c;3n  carry  through  a  strike,  even  in  times  of  e c o n omic  crisis.  TrT  other  i-es~  - 
pects  ve  have  proved  the  correctness  of  the  lire^f  the  Profintern,  and 
comrades,  we  ore  going  to  continue  in  that  lire."  ..e  are  going  to  apply  the 
sotindlcousels  that  have  been  offered  hSre.  It  hss  been  a  real  inspiration 
to  hear  about  the  struggles  of  our  comrades  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  We 
oo,  nave  had  our  full  share  of  the  evil  effects  of  rationalisation.  ><e  .have 
'Ur  plague  of  unemployment.  At  the  ena;,of  last  year  the  epeedrup  of  industry 


for  a  period  of  twenty  days.  It  was 
economic  crisis.  And,  thus,  in  our 
to  prove  the  correct  line  of  policy 
"the  uni te<jf rpnt  from  below "  alone 


reached  its  climax.  Wages  in  Gambia  had  been  continually  reduced*  since 
192-1;  in  consequence  hundreds  of  Gambian  seamen  and  .sailors  had  gone’dn 
a  strike  for  an  increase  of  wages  and  rations.  But  the  struggle  was  un¬ 
organised;  it  was.  taken  up  soon  after  by  the  Gambian  Trade  Union  which 
embraces  various  sections  of  workers  employed  to  carry-on  the  d-^ade  on 
the  Gambian  river.  More  than  1,500  of  these  workers,  including  builders,., 
ship-wrights ,  cai pepters ,mesons4  .engineering  .mechanic^,  etc.,  were  or-. 
£jisea  in  addition  to  the. sailors  ,  and  these  represented  about  eighty 
pei  cent.’  of ’the  total  member  ojf  workers.  , 

'The  employers  proposed  a  further  50$  reduction  of  wages.  Instead  ,we 
demand'e'd'  S'  50$ '  iricreaser.  We  gave  an  ultimatum 'of  a  general  strike  to 
enforce  this  demand  which,  of  course,  was  ignored  by  the  Bathurst  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Corpnfterce,  the  official,  organ  of  the  employers.  In  fact,  leading 
merohant-  houses  reta  lis  ted^y*  issuing  a  three-days’  notice  to  their  em¬ 
ployees  to'quit^  the  union  ojf  be  dismissed.  Thus  we  were  faced  with  a 
struggle  for  'the  ver^* elementary  right  t5  organise  in  trade  unions,  but, 
thanks  to  resolute  determination  of  the  workers  the  fight  was  won,  ss 
was  also  the  -strike! 

Cur  ultima te'Vlctory  affords  a  striking  proof  of  the  claims  of  the 
revolutionary  trade  union  movement,  on  the  "workers  of  the  world.  It  was 
clear  that*  British  imperial  ism  has  reached  the  stage  when  the  state 
machine  beoomes  by  no  means  the  benevolent  protector  ’of  the  exploited 
wvorkfers  and  peasants ,  as  we  had  been  made  to  believe,  but  the  tobl-of  or-  ~ 
ganls-ed  capitalism.  •  The  rol e  of  the  Government  wa s ' openly  in-  the*  interest 
of  the  capitalists.  They  tried  to  crush  the  strike  by  tieahs-  Of  military 
end  police  terrorism.  ' 

Thfcy  issued  an  official  notioe  assuring  scabs  and  blacklegs  protect¬ 
ion  against  alleged  intimidation  by  the  strikers.  This  was  meant  to  pre¬ 
vent  picketing;  it  wae  means  also  to*rainimize  the  gravity  of  th£  strike 
situation.  On  the  14th  of  Uovember,  opr  picketing  parties  came  into 
conflict  with  ti,e-police.  Without  warning,  the  military  was  called  in. 

An  armed  raid  we s  a3de  on  the  civilisn*  oornmunitv wh-ich  peaceful  citi-  . 
zene  were  wounded  in  a  bayonet  charge  thr'ough  the-streets  ,®f  Bakhurst. 

But  thfls.  extreme  -imperialist  measure  did  not  •  daunt  the  spirit  of 
the  workers.  It  made  then  more  determined  to  carry  on  their  struggle, 
in  the  end  the  Chamber  .of  Commerce  had  to  recognise  the  Union  as  the 
oflfi.Qjal  orranv  of  the  workers.  The  strike  was-settled  on  the  basis  of 
the  demffrft*>  ^  the  workers.  FSr  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  Gambia 
minimum  ra-w1  or  weg-es  were  fixed  fos-all '  trades  ufider  an -agr eerae nt 
si^nec  oy,  the.  pnion  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Instead ’^f  reduction,  ar 
increase  of  50$. was  gained  both  in  the  wages  und  monthly  rations  of  all 
ti^e;  workers ,  according  lo  their  different  grades  and  categories. 

As  a.  result  of  this  successful  Isbuq,  new  sections  of  workers  joined 
the  Union,  after  the  strike  3nd  better  conditions  have  been  obtained  for 
them.  Among  these  are  pilots,  clerical  and  port  workers,  and,  most  sig¬ 
nificant  of  all,  the  small,.  peasants,  4,000  of  whom  have  been  organise^, 
at  ■their  own  request,  as  a  section  of  the  Union.  15, 000. more  of  these 
peasants  ha/ve  expressed  their  desire  to  join  the  Union.  These,  represent 
50$  of  ohje  local  peasants,  while  the  workers  now  total  2,000,  quite 
9.0$  of  .t  ie  total  number  of  workers. 

it  ha  t  we  have  been  able  to  achieve,  as  also  the  means  of  that  achiev¬ 
ement,  indicates  our  possibilities  for  further  development  and  for  fu¬ 
ture  struggle.  It,  likewise,  calls  attention  to  our  drawbacks  in  facing 
the  tasks  before  us.  We  have  needs  of  an  organisational  snd  educational 
■character.  We  are  in  need  of  the  right  type  of  trade  union  workers, 
.leaders  and  organisers  trained  from  the  ranks  of  the  workers  themselves 
who  will  carry  the  movement- further  afield;  and  direct  the  struggle  along 
the  correct  line  of  policy  of  the  Profintern. 

In  regard  to  our  more  specifio  tasks  we  are  dsily  renlh4  *that  our 
struggle  h.8 s  only  just  begun..  The  suooess  of  the  strike  naturally  embit-  , 
ters  the  employers  .who  continually  seek  opportunity  to  ?■  nk  revenge. 

They  never  scruple  to  victimize  the  workers  on  the  sli  gn^-e-st  pretext,  and 
a  daily  struggle  goes  on  for  the  redress  of  the  grievances  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  workers. 


In  view  of  the  fact  that,  the  working  season  has  been  so  much  reduced, 
resulting  in  increased  unemployment;  view,  also  of  the  fact  that  the 
worker.,  cannot  subsist  in  12  months  on  what  they  earn  in  3,  the  question 
of  a  living  ware  is  she  which  we  have  yet  tD  take  up  serioufly  with  the 
employers.  We  have  a^so  to  take  up  the  question  of  a  further  reduction  of 
working  hours,  from  the  P-hour  day,  which  is  now  general  in  Gambia,  to 
the  42-hour  week,  as  also'  the  burning  question  of  social  insurance  and 
holidays. 

Cur  tasks,  os  regards  the  peasants.are  of  a  peculiar,  typ  e .  They  in¬ 
clude  the  abolition  of  poll  tax,  forced  labor  and  the  lays/  compelling  the 
peasant^  to  sell  their  produce  in  given  time  at  the  merchants'  own  prices. 

Special  attention  should  be  given  to  the  tasks  of  the  international 
revolutionary  movement,  not  only  in  regard  to  the  workers  and  agricultural 
laborers,  but  also  in  regard  to  the  poor  peasants.  1  • 

In  conclusion,  due  attention  has  been  called  in  this  discussion  to  the 
on ti-s oviet*^ anger .  But,  comrades,  are  we  going  merely  to  discuss  this 
burning  question?  Is  it  enough  meiely  to  raise  the  alarm  and  do  nothing 
more  until  war  comes?  1  consider  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  counteract 
this  capitalist  conspiracy;  that  a  World  Workers  league  should  be  otganis- 
ed  8gainst  imperialist  wars  and  for  the,  defence  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

War,  comrades,  is  the  capitalists’  device  to  further  exploit  the  working'* 
Olpss  when  all  their  means  of  exploitation  have  failed.  It  is  the  vile • 
pi o l  of  organised  capitalism,  after  creating  extreme  unemployment,  to  doom, 
the  unemployed  to  untimely  death  and  physical  destruction.  Therefore; 
comrades, 

DOWN  WITH  lift  URIAHS  T  WARS! 

DOWN  WITH  THE  Sir  OTIS  'AKD  HORRORS  OF  'ORGANISED  CAPITALISM! 

LONG  LIVE  THE  SOLIDARITY  OF  THE  WORLD  IROLETARIAT! 

LONG  LIVE  THE  RED  I  UTERI -ATT  ORAL  OF  LABOUR  Uli  ICES’. 

LONG  LIVE  THE  COfflTOIST  PARTY  TO  GUIDE  THE  DES T IKIES  OF  THE  FIRST 
WORKERS  ’* "STATE  AUD  TC  CHAMP  1  OF  THE  ULTIMATE  TRIUMPH  OF  THE  III TEREATI ORAL 
REV OLD TI OKARY  STRUGGLE  OF  THE  WORKERS  of  THE  WORLD! 


0000000 


Comrade  George  Pasmore  (U.S.A.) 

Comrades,  the  importance  of  the  organisation  tf  the  ^egro  workers  as 
an  integral  part  of  the  international  revolutionary  movement  has  been  sig¬ 
nificantly  pointed  out  by  the  frequency  to  which  this  question  has  al¬ 
ready  been  alluded  to  at  this  Congress.  We  have  heard  reports  from  Negro 
, delegates  from  various  sections  of  thfe  world.  We  have  had  a  report  from 
Comrade  Ford,  the  chairman  bf  the  ^egro  Trade  Union  Committee  of  the  RI1U, 
dealing  with  the  ^egru  trade  union  movement  from  an  international  aspect. 

We  have  also  had  reports  from  Negro  delegates  from  the  USA,  Brazil,  and, 
.jufet  this  evening,  from  Kegr-e  v/orkers  who  have  come  direct  from  Africa. 

Comrades ,' the  characterisation  of  the  present'  crisis  of  world  capital 
ism  and  itsi  Effects  upo'n  the  working  class  os  given  to  us  here  by  Comrade 
Loeovsky  is  quite  correct*.  This  analysis  of  world  capitalism  if  of  part¬ 
icular  importance  to  the  Negro  toilers  all  over  the  wo  r2#l .  As  the  crisis 
deepens,  comrades,  the  capitalists  and  imperialists  will  not  only  try  to 
find-  a  way  of ’escape -by  imposing  rationalisation,  wage-cuts  and  unemploy¬ 
ment  on  the  workers,  in  the  metropolitan  countries,  but  they  will  try  to 
shiBt  the  Crisis  from  the  workers  of  the  home  countries  of  imperialism 
to  the  colonial  and  semi-colonial  workers,  ond  especially  the  Negro  v/ork¬ 
ers  v  They  will  seek  them  out  as  special  objefcie  of  exploitation,  not  on 
account  of  the  color  of  their  skins,  but  because  the  Negro  workers  t  despite 
»ecent  manif^Stitions  'of  revolutionary  struggles  are  still  organisationally 
and  politically  the  mostf 'backward  section  of' the  international  workfhg- 
class.  We  must  recognise  this  as  a  fundamental,  fact  in  order  that  we  v/ 
be  able,  to  work  out  tactical  methods  of  appfraeeh  for  the  various  sections 
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Let  us  turn  to  the  USA  and  check  up  on  the  activities  of  the  Trade 
Union  Unity  League  between  the  4th  and  5th  Congress  of  the  Irof intern.  7/ha  . 
are  the  'weaknesses?  7/hat  are- the  strong  points  and  achievements  of  the 
TUUL  in  America?  We  can  ssfely  say  that  we  have  to  some  extent  combatted 
the  right  wing  tendencies  ’ithin  the  trade  union  work  in  America.  /.SheafUUl 
is  today’  marching  forward  as  the  leader  of  big  class  battles  in  the  USA 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Communist  Party,  The  6th  of  Earch  amply  de¬ 
monstrates  the  militant  role  of  the  TUUL.  The  TUUL  has  turned  its  face  tog 
wards  the  South,  which  was  always  the  center  where  the  right  wing  elements 
have ^opposed  any  forms  of  activity  in  organising  the  Negro  masses.  In  this 
respect  we  can  say  that  the  American  section  of  the  RILU  has  undertaken  *  ;  i 
come  forms  of  activity  among  'the  Tegro'  workers  in.  America. 

But  can  we  say  as  mhch  'in  this  respect'  of  the  Minority  Movement  in 
England?  Let  us  face  this  problem  shprply  with  our  British  comrades.  Aha t 
has  the  Minority  Movement  done  with  respect  to  its  colonial  tasks?  You 
listened  to  Com.  Allison  this  morning.  .It  is  very  significant  that  Com. 
Allison,  speaking  upon  the  tasks  and  achievements  of  the  Minority  Movement, 
conveniently  forgot  to  mention  India  which. is  a  burning  issue  before  us 
today;  and  ,  comrades,  when  a  reporter  from  the  British  Minority  Movement 
forgets  to  mention  India-,  one  can  realise  what  part  British  Africa  plays  in 
the  Minority  Movement. 

Recently  we  have  had  manifestations  of  the  revolutionary  awakening 
among  the  black  workers  in  the  British  colonies  of  Africa  end  the  West 
Indies.  7/hst  concretely  have  been  these,  manifestations  of  struggle  among 
these  blac£  workers?  As  a  result  of  the  intensified  rationalisation  In 
these  coloniea^the’  misery  of  the  black  workers  and  peasants  have  increased 
themselves.  Despite  the  fact  that  they  are  unorganised,'  despite  thyp  fact 
that  they  are  politically  and  ideologically  backward,  they  stages  demonst¬ 
rations  against  British  imperialism  in  TTtgeria.  A  mass  uprising  took  plaee 
in  that  country  and  McDonald,  the  social-fascist  lackey  of  British  im¬ 
perialism,  ordered  troops  to  fire  upon  these  masses  which  resulted  in  th£ 
death  of  P5  women.  But  did  our  British  comrades  of  the  Minority  Movement 
know  about  this;  did  they  Understand  its  significance?  If  so,  we  are  still 
waiting  for  action  from  them# 

Even  more  recently  in  Gambia,  V/, Africa,  thb  young  trade  union  movement 
had  to  strug-le  for  the  right -to  live.  In  a  mass  strike  when  the  armed 
forces  of  imperialism  were  also ''brought  into  the  streets  agairst  these 
workers,  we  heard  a  response  among  the  workers  in  Britain,  but  not  due  to 
the  Minority  Movement.  It  was  the  Labour  Research  Dept,  of  Or. Britain  that 
protested.  .Since  when  does  the  Labor  Research  Dept,  become  the  trade  ur ion 
leader  of  the  working  qlass?  Eut  it  was  they  who  issued  a  manifesto  and 
not  the  Minority  Movement.  These  are  facts  which  the  Minority  Movement 
nus  t  face .  ‘ 

7/e  must  combat  these  tendencies  of  coning  here  and  accepting  resolu¬ 
tions  .adopted  at  Congress  and  not  doing  any  work  in  the  colonies. 

Comrades,  time  Ts  too  limited  for  me  to  deal  with  all  manifestations 
of  this  inertia,  in  the  various  sections  of  the  RILU.  Howeyer,  I  want  to 
sav  a  few  wor&e  about  the  CGTU,  the.  Frehph  section  of  the  Profintern. 

Oux'  Flench  comrade  who  made  a  report  this  morning  also  forgot 'to  mentiop 
anything  of  what  the  French  comrades  are  doing  with  respe&t  to  their  colon¬ 
ial  tasks.  7/e  must  rte member  that  the  whole  of  Africa  is  largely  divided 
between  Great  BrltS  in  and  France. 

The  French  comrades  also  have  a  great  responsibility  in  conducting 
activities  in  the  African  colonies  of  French  imperialism;  but  our  French 
comrades,  like  the  British  comrades,  have  failed  up  to  nov&'tD  understand 
this.  , 

I  w^nt  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  PVenoh  comrades  to  stimulate  work 
in  the  French  countries,  especially  anti-militarist  work.  French  imperial¬ 
ists  will  use  black  troops  against  the  workers,  as  they  used  them  in  the 
last  war,  and  our  comrades  must  realise  the.  importance  orf  anti-militarist 
work  among  these  colonial  masses.  They  mujst  also  make  contacts  in  the 
colonies  and  strengthen  the  trade  union  organisations. 

It  is  regrettable  that  a.t  this  Fifth  Congress  we  have  not  got  a 
single  Negro  worker  from  the  French  colonies. 


All  this  shows,  comrades,  tho  backwardness  of  our  activities  in  the¬ 
se  parts  of  the  world. 

In  conclusion,  comrades,  I  do  not  want  to  leave  v;ith  you  a  pessimis¬ 
tic  picture  of  our  activities  among  the  Negro  workers.  Thanks  to  tho  Neg¬ 
ro  Bureau  in  the  Profinterh,  thanks  to  Comrade  Losovsky’s  optimism  and 
gr^ut  enthusiasm  in  this  work,  we  have  made  a  forward  step  in  recently 
holding  a  Conference  of  Negro  workers  in  Hamburg.  We  made  many  mistakes 
in  the  preparations,  but  these  mistakes  can  largely  be  attributed  to  the 
lack  of  contacts  of  the  British  Minority  Movement,  and  French  seotion  of 
the  Prof intern  with  the  colonies.  We  had  to  face  this  conference  with 
very  limited  forces  because  our  comrades  in  the  English  and  French  move-"' 
meats  wore  unable  to  give  us  even  the  most  elementary  assistance.  But  this 
conference  was  of  tremendous  significance.  It  was  the  first  time  iu  the 
history  of  the  Negro  labour  movement  that  ouch  a  conference  had  been  con¬ 
vened.  The  representation  was  not  as  broad  as  we  would  have  liked  it  and 
had  anticipated,  nevertheless,  the  political  program  and  resolutions  endor¬ 
sed  wore  10C/S  on  our  line,  and  it  shows  theso  Negro  workers  are  no  longer 
afraid  of  Bolshevism  and  are  prepared  to  follow  the  leadership,  not  of  dm-  * 
star dam,  but  of  Moscow  in  fighting  against  imperialism. 

In  cunclusion,  let  me  say,  comrades,  to  draw  yout  attention  to  another*, 
significant  f.^ct  to-day  at  our  Conference  in  Moscow.  At  this  5th  Congress 
of  the  Prof intern,  we  are  able  to  present  from  this  rostrum  Negro  workers 
direct  from  the  African  colonies.  These  Negro  workers  are  representatives 
of  millions  and  millions  of  the  most  oppressed  and  exploited  human-beings 
in  iho  world,  and  tho  very  fact  that  those  delegates  are  here  show  that 
these  masses  instinctively  realise  there  is  one  friend,  one  champion,  one 
organisation  ou  the  trade  union  field  that  fights  for  their  freedom  and 
emancipation,  and  that  is  the  Profintorn.  They,  despite  the  many  difficult 
ias  put  in  their  way  by  the  different  imperialist  governments,  have  come 
to  Moscow  to  appeal  to  the  British  and  French  comrades  and  the  Profintera. 
to  support  their  struggles  and  send  organisers  into  their  countries  and 
help  them  ideolbgically  and  organisationally  so  they  may  be  able  to  pro¬ 
ps  re  for  the  battles  in  front  of  them,  for  the  overthrow  of  world  impe¬ 
rialism,  for  the  emancipation  of  the  workers  and  the  colonial  tollers. 

\  t 
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THE  NEGRO  MOVEMENT  IN  NORTH  AND  a LA TIN  AMERICA. 

m  i  m  m  n  n  m  *  t»»  n  1 1  m  i  m  t>  V  V  1  M  '  M  '  M  '  '  * 

—  B  e~~ir  f  (USA). 

Comrades,  I  am  speaking  in  the  name  of  the  Trade  Union  Unity  League, 
thy  American  Section  of  the  ItILU. 

Comrades,  I  will  first  deal  with  the  work  among  Negro  workers*  This 
work,  although  just  at  its  beginning,  has  proved  that  the  line  of  the  BILU 
is  correct..  The  capitalists  attempt  to  pass  the  burden  of  tho  economic 
crisis  on  to  the  unorganised  workers ,  the  masses  of  semi-skilled  and  un¬ 
skilled  workers,  especially  affecting  the  unorganised  and  unskilled  Negro 
workers.  Comrade  Ford  had  already  referred  to  this.  In  the  South  the  agri¬ 
cultural  crisis  has  affected  millions  of  Negro  peasants  and -agricultural 
workers.  The  bosses  in  additions  have  attacked  the  Negro  workers  by  lynch¬ 
ing,  mob  law,  and  terror  in  every  form.  Beginning  with  the  4th  Congress, 
some  work  has  been  done  by  tho  Negro  section  of  the  MILU,  in  America  es¬ 
pecially.  We  see  organisation  developing  in  every  industry  of  the  United 
States;  departments  organised  in  the  TUUL,  a  national  department  with  odm- 
rade  Ford  in  charge.  But,  comrades,  this  is  not  yet  sufficient  for  tho  v/^r k 
that  must  go  on  among  the  Negro  workers. 


tfhis  brings  us  to  the  point  of  international  wort  among  the  Negro 
workers.  The  demonstration  in  New  York  Qity  against  the  Marinas  in  Haiti, 
showed  the  workers  in  Haiti  that  they  have  other  workers  fighting  for  them 
and  demanding  the  withdrawal  of  the  marines  from  the  Haitian  Islands.  But 
yet  we  realise  not  sufficient  work  has  been  done  in  these  Islands,  and  we 
must  immediately  send  organisers  there  to  help  lead  the  straggles  and  or¬ 
ganise  a  sub  committee  of  the  American  section  of  the  BIIZJ*  , 

Comrades,  we  all  know  what  lynching  means  in  Amerioa,  ana  Other  parks'- 

of  the  world  but  we  realise  that  insufficient  organisational  wark  has  been 

going  on  to  'beat  down  this  terror.  We  must  take  this  matter  very  serious¬ 
ly,  and  do  some  real  concrete  _ work  against  it,  organise  efficiently  to 

oombat  lynching  ,  organise  protest  meetings  and  an  International  Protect 
Jay  against  lynchings,  in  every  country  where  this  terror  i3  used  against 
the  working  class.  _ 

When  we  examine  the  work  among  Negroes,  we  oan  see  very  many  acoompl 
1  is  hue  ntsjdf  swing  them  in  ouy  unions,  carrying  oa  educational  work  among 
them,,  helping  them  to  expose  the  role  of  the  reformists.  But  yet,  comrades, 

the  work  done  is  very  insufficient.  We  do  not  approach  the  Negroo*,  massus 
as  we  should  -  we  do  not  carry  on  work  among  them  in  the  factories,  drew 
them  into  shd^  committees,  do  ^ever^day  to  day  work  among  them.  But  when 
our  trade  unions  take  -the  work  seriously  of -organising  it  hiia  ifc-t|e  bails1" 
industries,  in  the  factory,  and  mills,  instead  of  waiting  until  tut  meet 
them  on  the  streets  or  at  our  meetings,  our  tahk  will  he  much  more  easy. 

In  Bioknall,  Indiana,  in  the  center  of  the  coal  district,  a  town  where 

Negroes  never  entered  where  they  had  posted  up  '’Negroes  -not  allowed*,  tne* 
re  the  white  workers  together  with  the  Negro  workers  took  one  of  out  Negro 
leader^,  into  this  town,  with  the  backing  up  of  guns."  This’  comrade  went  t he¬ 
ro  with  the  protection  of  the  white  workers,  and  spoke  fattn  the  court  house 
'4teps .  'This  proves  that  the  fight  for  emancipation  of  the  Negro  race  and 
self-determination  is  not  only  the  fight  of  Negroes,  but  the  fight  of  the 
workers  of  tho  entire  working  class. 

the  struggle  of  the  Negro  workers  is  tho  struggle  of  the  white  workers, 
the '►white  workers  must  fight  for  the  Negro  workers  against,  the  terror  of  the 
bosses.  The  struggle  of  the  Negro  workers  for  our  program  .cannot  be  achieve 
•d  by  the  Negro  alone j  where  the  white  workers ^stood  with  the  black  we  can 

record  defeats  for  chauvinists.  . ,  „  .  .  . 

1  want  to  point  put  here  a^so  we  have  paid  very  little  attention  to  the* 

agricultural  workers.  (These  peasants  and -poo*  farmers  who  are  slaving  in 
the  b&fl/ck  bolt  of  the  South,  must  also  be  organised  for  struggle.)  When 
we  look  at  this  quest  io'tf  we  must  realise  the  necessity  of  work  among  these 
workers,,  drawing  then  in  the  TUUL  with  a  concrete  program  of  struggle,  (and 
for  self-determination). 

comrades,  in  speaking  of  the  TUUL  it  is  advancing  and  becoming  apart 
and  leader  of  the  exploited  Negroes  itt  all  industries.  The  TUUL  li  organ¬ 
ising  the  Negroes  in  the  metal  worker,  organising  them  in  the  needle  trades; 
and  orr  .r.ising  them  in  the  mining  .industry  which  is  one  of  the  special  in¬ 
dustries  tuat  is  dominated  by  this  crisifo  The  Negroes  wire  facing  the  most 
miserable  conditions,  Ora  slaving  day  to  day  under  a  lower  standard  than 
the  whits  workers.  Thin  that  we  must  absolutely  utilise  all  our  for¬ 

ces,  bring  in  new  Negro  organisers  to  help  in  the  organisational  work  in 
our  unions, 

We  have  never  made  any  rjal  effort  to  bring  in  new  Nhgjro  cadres  into 
our  revolutionary  union  in  America,  and  only  in  the  recent  feontbs,  can 
we  see  Negroes  coming  In  and  taking  leadership.  This  has  shown  nus',  cornfa-- 
des,  why  the  Negro  movement  is  not  as  great  in  A&erica  as  it  should  be. 


And,  ia  the  discussion  of  all  the  delegates  from  each  and  every  country 
■ve  are  able  to  find  that  thig  also  is  the  trouble  with  all  out  revolu¬ 
tionary  unions  throughout  the  world.  We  must  therefore,  pay  much  more 
attention  to  this  question  and  train  new  cadres  to  take  leadership  in  our 
revolutionary  unious.  Sighting  in  Biermingham,  Tennessee  and  'Gastonia 
j7uo  a  turning  point  in  the  struggle  of  these  workers  against  the  bosses, 
Gastonia  wa3  the  real  starting  point  of  these  struggles  which  -spread 
all  over  the  South.  These  workers  begitv  to  realise  the  importance  of  the 
TUUL  and  '-are  glad  to  have  our  leadership  in  the  fight  against  the  south¬ 
ern  mill  owners. 

Comrades,  in  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  speak  about  this  because 
it  deals  with  our  young  Negro  leadership.  The  effort  that  has  been  made 
to  b'fcing.in  Negro  leaders  is  improving,  But  when  they  began  work  in  our 
unions,  some  of  the  ^egro  Comrades  became  dissatisfied  and  accused  the 
white  workers  of  white  chauvinism.  This  expresses  itself  in  many  forms. 

We  all  realise  that  this  white  chauvinism  will  boldthe  movement  of  the 
revolutionary  unions  back  and  must  be  determinedly  fought  against.  In 
bringing  in  new  cadres,  in  organising  new  unions,  we  must  point  out  to  - 
the  Negro  masses  and  show  them  that  we  are  "absolutely  for  a  full, social 
and  political  equality.  Thus  we  7/ill  bo  able  to  hiring  the  Negro  masses 
into  our  revolutionary  unions.  They  will  struggle  with  us  for  the  emanqi- 
pation  of  the  whole  working  class.  (AppiauseT)r 


— - — 000000— - 

V* 

i 

V 

Conrad*^  fl  s  e  *  13.S.U),.. 

Comrades,  because  of  the  ropidlty  of  the  deVtfUfcmoot  of  the  revoluti 
ery  movement  in  the  oeiohiel  world  end  the  victor  meowureo  tekdn  by  the  .^ 
U^oridliut  powers  to  orueh  it*  It  is  aeoeseary  to  ©tapheeUe  ii&rt  that  our 
vork  of  internationalising  the  trade  union  movement  get  on  v  new  stage. 
Capitalism  la  consolidating  Its  ranks  on  a  world  ecele.  The  «-o*ld  banks, 
lateen  tionol  cartels,  like  steel,  international  wage  surveys  that  heve 
for  their  Object  the  lowering  of  the  wages  of  the  workers  of  the  WOrla  to 
the  lowest  poeaible  minimum,  suggestions  like  the  United  states  e£  Europe, - 
suggestions  like  that  of  the  British  Empire  foir  Empire  free  trade.*.,  all 
these  ere ‘ o one ol Ido t loan  on  the  eoonoaio  front.  But  oepttsliam  is  also  con* 
enlidatiflg  its  ranks  ideal ogiaolly  is  ite  oontroi  of  the  workers, 

X  want  to  give  <Just  a  few  examples  of  the  attempts  to  oontrol  the  *c gro 
workers,  You  remember  the  visit  of  General  Smuts  to  /u&erioa  lost  year. 

When  he  was  there  he  had  Oonierenoeu  with  the  petty  bourgeois  leaders  of 
the  hegreea  and  very  plainly  put  to  them  the  proposition  of  the  leadership 
*>t  the  workers  Of  if  ride;  and  at  this  moment  there  ie  in  South  Africa  o^e 
of  these  petty  bourgeois  loaders  of  the  American  Negroes  to  establish  cont¬ 
rol  over  the  negro  workers  af  South  Africa.  You  have,  again,  the  gestures 
of  the  Amsterdam  international  and  the  International  Labor  Offiao  at  deft  vc 
such  ae  the  conference  on  forced  labor,  where  they  decided  that  fpjwed  la* 
bdr  may  be  a  bad  thing  but  we  cannot  get  rid  of  it  right  now.  Ahc  is  this 
decision  they  were  supported  by  one  of  the  petty-bourgGOie  Negroes  of 
France,  a  member  In  the  French  parliament.  I  want  to  mention  ol^e  the  inter*' 
aotioncl  corlerShce  of  women  ir  Vienna  in  the  early  Part  of  thi©  month. 

±hey  had  twelve  ^egro  women  delegates  from  America,  tip  their  return  tu 
Au.eriOs  they  will  ceil  a  national  conference  of  Xegro  women.  1  do  not  seed 
to  give  you  more  instances  of  this  consolidation  of  the  imperialist  rsftidt 
for  the  Nogr : es  of  the  wtrld . 

flrie  chows  us  we  must  consolidate  our  forces,  and  points  to  the  meer 
eursE  we  must  take  to  adapt  ouv  v^ork  to  the  new  period,  The  comrades  in 
sdfto  imperialist  countries,  ve  in  their  efforts  help  the  revolutions?*^ 

in  the  colonies  hold  oxoellefifc  dtoJOCsireliiod©.  Ameartow  r '-^.Z 
unareds  of  thousands  of  workers.  tSM  prees  oampaigr  in  -naglsftd 
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have/lpre  much  to  cell  the  attention  of  the  English  workers  to  the  revo- 
■’iutioflfiry  movement  in  India  and  the  trial  of  the  Heerut  prisoners,  hut 
today  this  is  not  enough,  w«  must  do  eometbthg  more  today.  We  must  begin 
to  organise  ohd  do  concrete  wo erk>  I  hav&  &  few  suggestions.  First  of  all, 
that  nfc’.v  this  work  must  be  the  tank  of  the  bOBaoa&es  in  the  metr pp&lltejd 
countries  and  I  v.aftt  to  suggest  in  these  countries  (io  America i  in  ^©giand 
and  perhaps  i*  Frcce c),  you  have  Negroes  from  all  the  colonise  of  these 
taper  is list  countries,  in  some  ps»e*  praotioslly'  exiled, 

In  Aiaerioo  wer  hsve  thousands  of  these  K«gro  workers;  in  England  you 
hove  hundred*,,  cr4  in  Fronoe  there  must  be  some  sleo.  Ihere  ic  the  task 
for  ue  ija  working  with  them  sad  drawing  them  into  owe  movement  lift  the  metro 
poll  tan  countri  es,  organising  thdtt  with  the  wfelft*  workers  in  theae  count¬ 
ries. 

First  of  ell,  comrades, we  must  build  up 'a  close  contact  between  the 
metropolitan  countries  and  the  movement  in  the  colonies* 

We  can  learn  from  the  Imperialists  themselves  something  about  organ*' 
iaation,  in  Africa  where  it  was  the  custom  for  the  imperialists  to  destroy 
the  native  institutions  of  the  African  workers,  tfaby  hove  stopped  this,  t* 
a  certain  extent,  and  they  are  new  using  the  sooial  institutions  of  the 
African  ns  tives  to  control  the  African  workers*!  They  h8ve  made  e  communal 
form  of  organisation  in  Africa,  which  is  somewhat  similar  to  cooperative . 
societies  in  capitalist  countries.  And  the  Goveremeflt  in  the  French  oolo- 
Dies  and  in  the  Uhglish  colonies  hats  token  this  cooperative  society  sf  tb 
native  Africans  end  have  made  a  society  whioh  is  redly  a  Government 'work¬ 
ers’  institution,  through  whioh  they  work  and  control  th*  workers. 

1  would  like  to  drew  your  attention  to  Otic  contradiction  among  the 
imperialists,  and  that  is  the  pe&etrstlon  of  America  lfito  Afriee.  Ameriqs 
hoe  been  late  in  getting  into  Afrioe  but  she  is  using  msny  methods  in  es¬ 
tablishing  control,  There  are  hypocritical  slavery  i«ve*Hg0tior.$  it. 
liberie  end  Abyssinia;  she  has  sent  experts  in  there  to  investigate  sbhsolf 
sed  has  established  schools  in  different  parts  of  Africa, 

American  finance  is  going  into  Africa  in  large  quantities.  In  the  > 
Belgian  Congo  much  money  is  invested  in  the  copper  mines,  and  thills  test 
example  th*t  everyone  knows  is  the  enormous  investment  of  Firestone  in 
liberie,  There  is  another  expagld  of  an  African  company  which  is  building 
the  dam  on  the  Kile  in  Abyssinia,  y/e  must  learn  from  the  imperialists  to 
am  ne»  methods  of  reaching  au^  getting  into  these-  countries,  It  is  a 
very  difficult  ftuostion  but  it  is  e»«  of  bur  tasks. 

J  said  that  the  capitalists  are  establishing  idedbgioal  control  over 
the  workers,  in  the  aolonies.  Coorodee,  we  must  d&tiienge  this  control  of' 
the  imperialists  end  their  agents.  We  must  ch  oiler  ;e  this  control  that  is 
icing  sstablishbd  through  the  II  interna  iionol  or  through  thoir;  aaintandhi' 
lockeyzs,  the  petty  bourgeois  Negro  intellectuals  awl  loadcrsv^srdr show 
that  they  arc  planning  for  the  betrayal  oi  the  »egro  workers. 

Is  order  to  do  this  we  must  build  up  our  press  in  the  colonies.  The 
Negro  workers  npt  only  tr  the  colonies,  but  also  in  America,  lopk  inform¬ 
ation.  The  l?egro  workers  in  America  kjDov;  very  little  about  the  heroic 
fight  of  the  Ohihose  workers,  very  little  about  the  revolutionary) movement 
of  the  workers  of  Indio;  they  know  oltaoct  nothing  of  the  movement  in  South 
Africa,  simply  because  our  press  is  very  small  end  very  weak, 

-  womitdcsj  more  than  anything  else,  these  oonorete  measures  will  raise 
thb  tempo  of  our  movement,  whfoh  is  very  necessary  at  this  period*  We  will 
be  able  to  conserve  the  gains  Hi  the  revolution;  we  will  also  strengthen  „ 
the  movement  in  the  metropolitan  countries;  we  will  make  real  to  the  work¬ 
ers  in  the  colonies  the  solidarity  of  the  workers  of  the  v.-orld.  (Applause) 
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A  Southern  Textile  Worker.  * 

Comrades,  I  bring  to  you  greetings  to  the  Fifth  Congress  of  the  RHU 
in  the  name  of  the  seven  Gsstonlan  prisoners,  in  the  name  of  thousands  of 
exploited  workers  in  the  South, 

You  hear  of  the  prosperity  that  we  have  in  America.  That  is  all  righ 
for  the  capitalists,,  The  prosperity  for  the  workers  is  12  long  hours  of 
hard  slavery  in  the  textile  end  steel  mills.  Y/e  work  from  10  to  12  hours 
a  day.  But,  comrades,  we,  the  workers  of  the  South,  are  awakening  to  the 
fsct  that  the  way  to  fight  the  capitalists  —  we  have  woke  up  that  the 
only  wsy  to  fighttthe  capitalists  is  with  the  RILU.  Our  answer  of  the 
working  class  in  the  South  you  can  see  today  will  be  in  the  wind*up.  The 
workers  in  the  south  will  answer  the  capitalists  with  the  sword  of  the 
RILU. 

lntthe  South  ohildren  go  to  work  at  the  age  of  9  to  12  years  old.  1 
went  to  work  12  long  hours  in  the  mill  when  I  was  12  and  have  been  work¬ 
ing  for  14  years  in  a  textile  plant. 

These  workers,  the  white  workers,  have  always  been  told  to  hate  the 
colored  workers,  but  the  Hack  and  white  workers  are  putting  their  should¬ 
ers  to  the  wheel  in  solidarity  to  fight  together  to  win  better  conditions 
for  their  living.  The  workers  have  learned  th8t  it  is  not  a  race  question 
but  a  breakand-butter  question.  They  have  learned  very  well  to  fight. 

Sow  the  workers  in  many  plants  of  the  Southern  States  are  meeting  in 
solidarity  and  demanding  unemployment  relief.  Before  if  the  white  workers 
had  been  told  to  sit  in  a  hall  with  colored  workers  they  would  have 
thought  they  would  have  been  discredited  for  life.  The  reason  the  bosses 
divided  the  workers  was  so  that  they  would  not  come  together  to  fight 
capitalists. 

Us,  workers  in  the  South,  appreciate  ..what  the  Rational  Textile  Work¬ 
ers'  Union  woke  us  up  to  and  educated  the  South  and  learned  us  to  fight. 
Before  we  had  organisations  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labour  which 
refused  to  organise  the  colored  and  low-paid  workers,  but  with  the  KTWU 
entering  the  South  we  found  the  only  way  to  better  conditions  was  organ¬ 
isations  of  all  the  workers. 
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This  comrade  is  e  Southern  born  white  worker.  He  has  been  employed 
since  his  childhood  days  in  the  sweat-mills  of  north  Carolina  for  the 
paltry  sum  of  $15  per  week. 

When  the  Rational  Textile  Worker s'  Union,  a  left  wing  organisation 
affiliated  to  The  Trade  Union  Unity  league  entered  the  South  in  1929  end 
began  to  organise  the  black  ,and  white  textile  workers  together,  our 
comrade  was  one  of  the  first  white  workers  to  join  the  union.  He  took  sn 
active  part  in  all  of  the  struggles  of  the  workers,  and  was  arrested 
during  the  Gastonia  strike  and  charge  with  the "crime"  of  organising 
Eegroee  into  the  seme  union  with  the  whites.  For  this  the  comrade  along 
with  six  others  has  been  sentenced  to  twenty  years  in  jail.  The  Social- 
Fascist  leaders  of  the  Ameriaan  Federation  of  Labour  actively  sided  the 
textile  bsrone  in  rail  roading  these  militants  to  the  dungeon  of  capital¬ 
ism. 

Deepite  all  the  attempts  of  the  capitalists  and  their  agents  -  the 
American  Federation  of  Labour  bureaucrats  and  the  socialists- to  crush 
the  spirit  of  the  workers,  the  struggle  continued  to  spread  throughout 
the  South  arising  thousands  and  thousands  of  black  end  white  workers  to 
organise  and  fight  for  better  conditions. 


oooooo 


Comrade  ‘Hernandez,  (Cuba) 


gene.-al  condition..  ^  the  ’Te_.-'o  rac  in  the  let, in*  American  c stint 
rles  deserves  our  closest  ana  most  serious  attention;  this  problem  cannot 
tie  solves  merely  by  the  short  speeches  made  at  the  international  Congress. 
Here  v;c  shell  limit  Ourselves  only  to  the  speech  made  by  Comrade  Hernandez 
Lav,  if  fllLTJ  Congress,  who  in  the  near  future  intends  to  occupy  frimaet'f’^ " 


■i 


with  thoroughly  studying  up  the  problem  of  the  Negro  in  the  Letiin-Aaerlea; 
countries,  both  from  a  political  es  well  as  from  a  sooial-eo anomic  point 


ox  view,  these  analyses  will  conoere  both  the  Negro  active©  of  Letin-Ameri 
■J4  veil  as  those  imported  by  the  imperialists  for  work  on  the  suger,  boneftt 
and  other  plantations. 

Jp  till  now  the  revolutionary  proletariat  of  La  tin* America  h3s  not 
come  to  realise  the  vset  significance  of  studying  up  the  aocisl  problem;, 
oi  uhese  o our: tries ;  even  8ftier  the  Congress  in  Montevideo,  at  which 
these  questions  were  reistid  10  a  meet  coooise  and  detailed  form  by  the 
revolutionary  organisations,  and  when  it  was  already  possible  to  speak 
of  the  organisation  8hd  leadership  of  battleB,  waged  by  the  Ferro  against 
their  slave  conditions,  even  after  this  Congress  no  steps  for  analysing 
the  sociel  problems  have  been  taken* 

therefore,  the  ’’L'Ouyridre  Negro*  considers  it  expedient  to  print 
Comrade  Hernandez’s  speeoh,  It  Is  essential  theb  all  revolutionary  organ- 
isatioea,  jointly  with  the  trade  unions  of  Latin** America,  standing  on  the 
platform  oi  the  class  struggle,  give  due  consideration  to  the  significance 
of  these  problems  c»d  occupy  themselves  seriously  with  recruiting  end 
lining  up  the  wide  masses  of  Negro  workers  in  these  countries. 

This  campaign  must  by  bo  means  take  on  e  sort  of  philanthropies!,  al¬ 
truistic  or  charity  nature,  (Precisely  this  is  the  form  in  which  this 
4‘dseHon  has  been  raised  by  Sarvez  and  all  other  social-reformist.:  anal,  - 
iwg  the  Negro  question).  Work  among  the  Fegra  toilers  must  become  an 
integral  part  of  the  ©$mmo»  struggle  waged  by  the  revolutionary  proletariat 

agditmti  ell  exploitation  ahd  oppression. 

Chly  in  this  way  will  it  be  possible  to  carry  on  reel  effective  revo¬ 
lutionary  work*  we  must  avfrid  that  among  the  wide  masses  of  Negro  toil  era 
the>  impress i oh  sriase  Vn&%  white  cheatrinism  has  its  supporters  even  in 
the  ranks  of  the  revolutionary  proletariat . 

Comrades,  I  greet  the  V  Congress  of  the  RILU  in  the  name  of  the  elev**: 
million  Negro  workers  living  in  the  Latln-Amerioen  countries. 

For  the  8e#P0  workers  of  LatiB^Aaerica,  as  for  the  international  prole¬ 
tariat.  the  V  Congress  of  the  RILU  has  great  importance  end  extraordinary 
sign if ice nos, 

The  present  period,  the  period  in  which  the  working  olese  is  now  lit in* 
a  period  of  sharpening,  »  period  of  increasing  contradictions,  a  period  93 
sharpening  inter* imperialist  ©triple,  of  sharpening  of  the  struggle  within 
the  capitalist  countries  *  places  before  the  international  proletariat  tasks 
and  problems  from  which  the  Negro  proletariat  of  Latin  America  cannot  stand 
•part. 

Comrade  Ford*  1&  Ms  oo*report,  wa a  not  able  to  touch  os  the  problem- 
relating  tic  the  Negro  proletariat  of  Latin  Amerioa.  And  that  is  why  the 
Lati&  Ameriosn  delegation,  which  has  already  discussed  in  the  Montevideo 
Congress,  which  has  already  discussed  in  the  Letifl  American  trade  union 
Confederation*  cot  only  the  problem  of  the  Negroes  to  LBttfi  Aaerios,  bat 
which  said  that  the  Latin  American  proletariat  had  two  problems  before  it  - 
thie  delegation  wishes  to  put  in  a  word  here.  In  reality,  i»  Latin  Americas 
there  ere  not  only  Fegroee*  but  also  Indians,  living  as  an  oppressed  eis&e* 
•a  an  exploited  class,  and  not  only  as  a  class,  but  also  as  a  rede. 

In  the  Congress  et  which  the  Latin  American  Trade  Union  Confederation 
was  founded,  ve  raised  this  race  problem  in  Latin  America  in  its  brood  out¬ 
lines.  and  we  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  proletariat  of  Latin  Ameriet, 
that  the  international  proletariat,  have  a  very  important  task,  a  lark 
which  cannot  tie  shifted  elsewhere;  the  solution  of  these  two  problems. 

As  concerns  the  Negro  Workers  of  Latin  America,  we  see  here  a  veritr 
able  heterogeneity,  a  real  mixture,  for  we  have  in  Latin  America  Negro 


workers  who  speax  English,  Kegro  workers  who  spesk  Spanish,  Kegro  workers 
Who  speak  Dutch,  Kegro  workers  who  spesk  le rtagueee. 

In  all  the  different  regions  of  Latin  America,  the  t'egroee  &ake  up  90 
element  which,  although  not  having  the  external  characteristic?}  of  the 
Fegroes  in  the  United  States,  are  in  practice  subjected  to  the  seal©  hosti¬ 
lity*  the  sene  fierce  hatred  in  all  the  countries  of  Latin  America* 

Tor  instance,  we  find,  that,  although  the  ftegro  race  exists  in  ell 
O&dfitrtOs  without  exception,  and  in  all  the  countries  of  Latin  Aiaeriee  in 
a  greetor  or  lese  proportion,  there  ere  phases  where  imperialism  hss  coadei 
orated  the  Degro  rc.ee,  not  only  the  native  negroes,  hut  the  Negroes  recent* 
ly  imported  from  the  Antilles,  from  Jamaica,  from  Guadeloupe  end  from  other 
fil&eee*  We  find  at  Choko  (Columbia)  a  large  number  of  Begro  workers,  doing 
the  hardest,  ana  most  unhealthy  work  in  the  nineso  we  find  in  Gubp,  on  the 
auger  plantations,  negro  workers  from  Haiti,  from  Jameioe  efid  even  native 
Fegfoes  cultivating  sugar-beet.  We  find  in  Saflaoe,  Eegro  workers  also  work* 
iftg  on  the  sugar  plantations  and  banana  plantations,  end  also  working  on 
the  osftol*  And  all  these  Degree©  ere  under  the  control  and  the  domination 
Of  American  imperialism. 

At  Lorto-Rioo,  at  Santo  Domingo,  et  Venezuela,  in  the  Atlantia  region- 
of  Mexico,  in  all  these  places,  we  find  Negroes  doing  agricultural  labor, 
end  sometimes  working  in  the  mines  elso. 

And  what  are  the  conditions  of  these  workers?  When  we  speak  of  the 
conditions  urder  which  the  agricultural  laborers  live  id  Latin  America,  We 
take  in  general  a  typical  agricultural  laborer,  but  do  dot  say  that  the 
Hegrp  workers,  the  Indian  workers,  are  subjected  to  e  fiercer  oppression, 
to  criminal  exploitation* 

For  instance,  kegro  workers  ere  brought  to  Cube  from  Jamaice,  Haiti, 
eta,,  ere  brought  in  on  boats, resembling  the  boats  Of  the  colonial  period 
when  Degrees  were  being  brought*  to  America* 

We  see  that  when  they  arrive,  they  are  kept  from  all  contest  wit#  thh 
nations!  population,  and  ae  an  argument  in  favor  Of  this,  a  number  of 
points  ere  raised. 

If  we  see,  for  instance,  that  in  Guatemala,  in  Honduras,  the  Degro 
agricultural  worker  is  in  an  advantageous  position  ee  concerns  wages,  it 
Is  because  he  has  more  physical  vigor,  because  he  is  more  used  to  work, 
end  he  is  taken  as  the  standard  of  work  to  foroe  the  weaker  workers  to  do 
equal  work  with  the  Jamaica  Negroes. 

Comrades,  the  laok  of  time  prevents  os  from  picturing  the  ooneltiDhfi 
urder  which  the  Kegro  and  Indian  workers  of  Latin  Amerloe  ere  exploited.* 
What  have  our  organisations  done?  After  the  Montevideo  Congress*  we 
#ete  able  to  state  that  all  the  organisations  of  Latin  Aster  ice  have  done 
nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  to  carry  out  the  resolutions  of  the  Mon  test* 
deo  Congress  on  the  Kegro  ana  Indian  workers* 

There  is  a  characteristic  fact  which  shows  hew  big  is  this  right 
Opportunist  deviation  of  the  revolutionary  proletariat  of  America .  Th6 
.  Brazilian  comrade  said  here  the  other  day  that  the  trade  unions  of  Brasil 
are  not  developing  into  powerful  mass  organisations*  Brazil  is  precisely 
the  country  where  there  are  eight  million  *»egro  worker© 0  And  up  to  how 
these  eight  million  Kegro  workers  are  not  enrolled  in  the  revolutionary 
movement,  That  is  why  the  trade  unions  of  Brazil  will  alweye  be  feoblti, 
will  never  be  able  to  transform  themselves  into  real  moss  organisations* 

£ he  most  serious  defect  whloh  our  movement  shows  in  relation  to  this 
problem  is  that  our  comrades  consider  the  question  of  the  organisation  of 
*the  Kegro  workers  as  a  quite  secondary  matter,  do  not  see  the  double 
©spect  of  the  question,  and  think  that  this  problem  will  be  solved  06  6006 
ss  the  bourgeois  constitutions  grant  the  Kegroes  (on  paper)  the  seme  right# 
6V  the  whites.  The  shameful  race  prejudice,  the  exclusion  of  Negro  workers 
from  lebor  that  is  not  harmful,  making  it  the  mare  easy  for  the  bo«rgeet§t$ 
to  Exploit  s  11  the  workers-*®*  these  things  t.£^  majority  or  the  ollitati^' 
of  the  revolutionary  trade  union  movement  do  mt  see* 

It  in  Bwooanory  that  this  Congress  ceieg^leslly  cct&ecn  thu  ©t titan# 
because,  besides  embodying  ache  conception,  iM  s&sat  inpejcmiusi  •  Do  " 


passivity  on  the  pert  of  the  militants  of  the  revolutionary  trade  union 
movement,  if  the  revolutionary  trade  unions  of  Wtixx  Amerine  do  jwt 
apppoaob  seriously  end.  consistently  the  question  of  studying  the  oondlt* 
lens  end  Situation  of  the  Kegro  workers  of  these  countries,  ell  the  work 
of  the  Montevideo  congress  in  this  reepeot  will  he  8  dead  letter,  sod 
the  fundamental  task  of  the  conquest  of  the  majority  of  the  working  class 
for  the  revolutionary  trade  unions  *  "Faoe  to  the  Masses"  *  will 
remain  undone. 

Comrades,  we  could  raise  many  more  questions  concerning  the  life  Of 
the  Kegroee  in  Latin  America,  but  it  is  impossible  heosue*  of  leek  of 
time* 
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NEGRO  DELEGATION  SUPPORTS  THE 
FIVE-YEARS 'PLAN. 

After  the  report  of  Comrade  Schwernik*  on  "She  tasks  Of  the  Trad# 
'.001008  in  the  Reconstruction  Period" ,  Comrade  Pedmore  on  behalf  of 

the  Negro  Delegates  to  the  Congress  delivered  the  following  opteob**  i 

Comrades,  on  behalf  of  the  Negro  delegations  from  the  United  Stated 
of  America,;.  La  tin  America  end  Africa,  1  hove  been  Instructed  to  top  0  .. 

fee  wdrde  on  the  report  thet  we  heard  thio  morning  in  connection  with 
the  industrial Uatlea  of  the  soviet  Union  end  the  building  Up  of  sociei* 
ism. 

First  of  all,  we  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
Our  revolutionary  solidarity  with  the  Russian  workers  end  peasants  in 
the  building  of  socialism*  end  in  the  carrying  out  of  their  nva-Yesr 
Plan,  we,  the  Negro  delegatee  to  this  Congress,  have  followed  with  pro* 
found  interest  end  proletarian  enthusiasm  the  remarkable  achievements 
Of  the  Russiea  workers  and  the  Soviet  power  in  the  fields  of  Industry 
end  agriculture!  one  feel  confident  that  our  Russian  comrades  under  the 
Bolshevik  leadership  of  the  Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet  Uftloft,  will 
complete  their  plan  in  five  years,  or  even  in  four  years.  We  have  heard0' 
and  seen  very  much  during  our  stay  in  the  Soviet  Union*  and  this  ooafirtni 
our  opinion  that  the  Russian  workers  will  be  euooesSful  in  their  under** 
taking.  This  further  refutes  the  lies  and  slanders  of  the  bourgeoisie 
that  the  soviet  Union  is  going  to  the  dogs, 

Now  comrades,  what  does  ths  building  up  of  socialism  In  $ht  Soviet, 
Union  mean  to  the  international  working  class?  At  this  time  when  world 
capita  lisa  is  faced  with  a  deep  going  crisis,  ths  building  up  of 
socialism  in  the  Soviet  Uniso  mesne  ths  accentuation  of  this  crisis* 

For  every  factory  constructed,  every  mill  opened,  every  mill  erected, 
every  ails  of  reilwey  track  laid,  every  treat  or  built,  every  ship  const¬ 
ructed,  every  foot  of  earth  brought  within  the  seotor  of  oolieotivise* 
tion,  means  a  fatal  blow  to  world  oapltallam, 

hors  then  this,  comrades;  the  building  up  of  social ism  further  * 
means  the  solving  of  the  raalel  problem.  This  le  Of  trsmendouc  imports 
ance.  especially  to  the  Negroes  m  the  United  States  of  America  a t&  in 
Srazil a  Where  the  national  minority  questions  are  burning  sad  acute 
problems*  The  building  up  of  socialism  in  the  soviet  Union  shows  ue  now 
to  Solve  racial  conflicts,  we  will  be  able  to  puo  an  end  to  this  so* 
called  race  problem  because  these  minorities  thet  live  1C  the  Unit* 
eu  states  sad  in  countries  like  Brasil,  will  be  given  autonomy,  will' be 
given  the  right  to  govern  themselves*  Also,  we  eee  how  this  Mention 
at  ohsuvtaistt  is  dealt  with  by  the  ^soviet  power.  Just  a  few  dsys  ago  ■ 
we  had  0  glaring  illustration  of  a  chuvintsllo  manifestation  by  a  while 
American  worker  M  Stalingrad*  The  Rues  left  workers,  led  by  their  trade 
unions*  did  sot  pamper  this  white  chauvinist,  but  they  rallied  their 
forces  not  only  lft  stsllhgred  but  throughout  the  length  sbd  broadth  of  r 
the  Soviet  Union  and  demonstrated  their  strength  against  this  bourgeois  ■' 
Ideology*  white  ohsuvinis»o 

This  is  of  significance  to  the  white  comrades,  sod  shows  them  the 
o Offset  way  |h  which  to  combat  whits  chauvinism,  not  only  be  expelling 
members  from  the  trade  unions  and  portlet ,  but  w#  must  demonstrate 
before  the  broad  toiling  masses  Of  the  Negro  markers  in  the  United  States 
end  tho  world  that  the  only  correct  way  % #  fight  Whitt  OUfttfinUm  id  by 
carrying  on  a  broad  oampalgft  among  the  messes c 

Comrades,  let  me  eey  that  the  workers  underotand  all  this; 

We  wst  ih  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  Five  Y®aF  Flat)  a  hope  and  inspiration^ 
$  weapon  on  our  behalf  against  the  bourgeoisie  that  will  break  the  oh* IBs 
Of  Imperial l£A  that  today  eheleve  us.  Therefore,  we  will  do  our  best  to 
defend  the  Soviet  Ugidi  1&  case  it  is  attacked  by  the  imperialists. 

Now  a  few  worda  about  the  war  danger.  Comrades,  the  Rights  end 
f lefts"  might  pretend  cat  t &  msm  wfesfc  the  building  of  socialism  mean*. 


but  tii#  ififmtioQal  bourgeoisie  realises  <juite  veil  that  the  building  «f" 
socialism  mesas  on  end  to  their  robbery  and  exploitation  and s  b  accuse.  they 
realise  that  their  days  are  numbered,  they  ere  feverishly  matting  pres&rt*  ^ 
tlotSB  for  war*  At  no  time  has  the  attack  upon  the  Soviet  Union  been  as 
imminent  80  it  is  today*...  we  aee  glaring  illusbretioftar of  thU;  we  aim 
ho#  the  international  imperialists,  especially  the  British,  Trench  end  MB#1 
r loans  are  instigating  the  Chinese  war  lords  to  ettsok  the  Soviet  Union  r 
WS  see  the  role  of  the  MacDonald  sonlal-fascist  Government  in  brutally  nitiK 
ting  down  every  manifestation  of  oolontal  revolt}  we  see  today  the  msnaehr 
vres  of  the  American  bourgeoisie  with  all  their  insinuation#  to  the  effect 
that  the  Soviet  Union  trading  Company  in  Hew  York  U  responsible  for  oo»*» 
muciat  «ropegaada«  This  is  for  the  purpose  of  depriving  the  soviet  Union  of 
an  export  market.  All  of  these,  comrades,  are  tendencies  leading  towards 

r  $ 

fherefore,  the  question  is.  how  qso  we  Segno  workers  best  trepans 
our  seizes  to  defend  the  soviet  union,  our  Fatherland.  w«  must  adopt  »pr» 
energetically  methods  to  strengthen  our  working  cists  organisations t  w# 
-must  continue  to  dsvelop  aon  fester  the  spirit  pf  lWermtioneHiW  siting 
.ourselves;  we  must  take*  greater  interest  in  the  movement  of  the  working 
elaas  not  only  of  the  metropolitan  countries,  hut  els*  of  the  cSlehiel  "  1 
countries*  we  must  realise  that  the  struggle#  if  OhldS  end  ih  Xfcdia  arc 
;our  struggles  against  the  coamen  enemy*  we  flegro  wlfkers  must  algo  conduct 
a  more  relentless  fight  against  all  forms  of  reformism,  against  wrvsyiem*- 
which  is  nothing  less  than  black  reformism.  * 

If  we  aseign  ourselves ,  comrades,,  to  these  tasks  we  Will  b a  better  -  * 

able  to  turn  the  imperialist  war  into  a  Civil  War  agslttst  the  bosses  and 
lor  the  emancipation  and  freedom,  not  only  of  the  Hegro  toilers,  but  of 
'tne  entire  workingclass.  I  pledge  to  this  Congress  in  the  name  Sf  the  tfegr*. 
delegates  from  the  Unitea  States,  Brazil,  Latin  America  and  Africa,  that  r 
we  win  go  back  to  our  respective  countries  and  dCotihue  to  spreed  the  ^ 
a ohbv emends  of  Soolalism  in  the  Soviet  Union  among  our  comrades <  We  will 
continue  to  build  up  our  ranks.  We  will  continue  to  march  forward,  add  we 
i  eel  confident  that-  when  the  opportunity  presents  itself  f Or  the  final 
struggle  against  imperialism,  we  will  take  our  plsoee  is  the  vanguard,  of 
tae  internet iottal  revolutionary  movement  for  the  establishment  of  the  world 
■^-Socialism.  ' 

long  live  the  Soviet  Union! 

lopg  live  the  achievements  of  the  revolutionary  workers  of  the  Soviet 
union  and  the  Five  Year  Plan! 

long  live  the  international  revolutionary  movement* 
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resolutions  o:'  m:z  negro  '.uestiof. 
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U  ihj  TolLc  of  the  Revolutionary  Movement  in  ^Africa . 

(The  following  excerpt  from  the  colonial  and  semi-oolonial  thesis 
i  deals  with  the  tasks  of  the  RI1TJ  supporters  in  carrying  on  revo¬ 

lutionary  work  in  Africa). 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

NEGRO  AFRICA. 

t 

The  African  continent  is  acquiring  increasing  importance  as  an  object 
of  capitalist  exploitation*  The  imperialist  powers  ere  beginning  to  take 
increasing  "interest"  in  Equatorial  Africa.  Sinoe  the  world  war  afforts  for 
capitalist  exploitation  of  the  African  oolonies  have  beoome  not  only  popular 
In  the  imperialist  oiroles  of  France  and  Belgium,  but  are  more  and  more  gain* 
ing  ground  in  England .which  is  energetically  exploiting  Kenya.  Tanganyika. 
Uganda,  (East  Africa),  the  Gold  Coast,  Ivory  Coast,,  Nigeria,  (West  Africa). 
The  United  States,  in  turn,  are  building  vast  plans  for  the  "peaceful"  oon- 
queet  of  certain  territories  in  Africa;  Liberia  (rubber),  Abyiasinia,  Sudan 
(cotton) , 

The  intensified  imperialist  pressure  on  these  colonies  is  meeting  with 
growing  resistance  from  the  toiling  masses,  in  particular  from  the  labour 
movement  (strikes  in  Gambia,  Congo,  Rhodesia,  and  elsewhere). 

The  conditions  for  the  labour  snd  trade  union  movements  differ  very 
largely  in  these  countries.  In  a  number  of  African  oolonies  up  till  very 
recently  the  system  of  slavery  was  very  widespread.  Forced  labour  is  still 
very  widely  applied.  And  it  was  only  recently  that  "free"  proletarians  ep- 
peered,  and  simultaneously  the  embryo  of  the  trade  union  movement  (Sierra 
Leone,  Congo,  Mozambique} *  The  organisations,  however,  are  still  very  week. 

The  oentral  task  in  lineee  Voun'trfe’s  "slioul'd  "oe’io  organise  the  Indus t  - 
rial  proletariat  which,  despite  its  small  numbers,  is  nevertheless  the  main 
basis  of  the  world  trade  union  movement  in  these  countries.  Leaning  on  theee 
c la  S3  organisations  of  the  proletariat,  efforts  must  be  exerted  to  draw  in 
the  unions  the  day  labourers  and  handicraft  workers,  who  comprise  the  rrreatei 
majority  of  the  urban  proYetarTaT  in’”  fries  a  countries. 

The  membership  must  be  differentiated  in  the  existing  craft  unions  by 
gradually  squeezing  out  the  non-prolet8riat  elements  (in  the  first  place  the 
small  owners).  At  the  same  time  the  handicraftsmen  and  small  traders  should 
be  organised  in  cooperatives,  whioh  should  be  subjected  to  the  constant 
control  of  the  trade  unions. 

.  3.  It  is  necessary  to  fight  for  the  formation  of  unions  in  whioh  the 
native  and  foreign  workers  should  unite. 

4.  The  existence  of  many  millions  of  agricultural  labourers  in  these 
colonies  makes  it  imperative  to  organise  them  (first  and  foremost  at  the 
big  plantations).  At  the  same  time  close  connections  must  be  set  up'  between 
the  ogrloulturel  workers* and  Industrial  workers’  unions  to  defend  the  in  - 
teres ts  ol'  the  semi-pr oletariat  elements  in  the  villages. 

5.  In  view  of  the  weakness  of  the  proletariat  leading  nuclei  in  the 
trade  union  movement  of  these  countries,  and  the  danger  arising  therefrom 
of  the  trade  union  movement  being  distracted  from  the  class  struggle  to¬ 
wards  the  narrow  policy  of  bourgeois  nationalism  snd  olass  collaboration, 
the  revolutionary  trade  union  movement  of  these  countries  is  faeed  with  the 
vital  task  of  training  and  creating  proletarian  cadres. 

The  oentral  problem  of  the  trsde  union  movement  in  bouth  Afrioa  was  and 
"still  remains  that  of  labour  and  the  hostile  attitude  which  has  been  set  up 
between  the  organisations  of  white,  native  and  coloured  workers  who  comprise 
the  overwhelming  majority  of  the  South  African  proletariat.  According  to 
tradition  the  white  workers  look  upon  the  coloured  workers  ss  scabs. 

In  reality,  however,  it  is  preciesely  the  native  workers  who  in  recent 
years  have  displayed  great  activity  in  several  strikes,  Borne  of  whioh  t*ere 
of  an  outstanding  'revolutionary  character  (dockers*  strike  irn  2u risen, 
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aUweymeB’s  strike  in  East  London,  agricultural  worker©’  ©trike  in  J*** 
*rovioc©,  demonstration  to  parliament  in  Cape  Tows,  fcloo&y  clashes 
the  oolioe  in  >oroester.,  etc#*)®  ^  ,  .. 

Respite  the  fact  that  the  "Industrial  and  Commercial  *<**•©*•©;  Unit** 
the  Only  jbssb  organisation  of  native  warkere,  as  til©  result  of  the  .}£*•* 
oheroua*  activities  of  its  le&d*^  ,  end  in  the  first  place  of  its  cms-rSist 
Xedslia,.  broken  up  into  thasee  hostile  group©  ©ttd  X&6t  ©sot  of  *ta  tte»* 
bore,  tills  anion*  or  rather  its  remnants*  still  displays  greater  acvivity 
in  directing  the  struggle  of  the  native  workers  then  the  "Federation  of 
"hetive  workers"  affiliated  to  the  RILU  (formed  in  the  s'2122©*  of  v?** 
flliatld  to  the  RI1U  at  the  begifcftiBg  **  Iren,  the  Federation  hej 

©oadwsted  e  few  eodl  strikes ,  but  has  aa  yet  failed  *e  occupy  an  influent* 
ial  plane  in  tha  native  labour  movement.  Both  suaericelly  ©°4  organisation 
ally  the  unions  belonging  to  th*  Federation  ere  still  very  reek,  and  fur-- 
thanaare  unite  worker©  engaged  secondary  industries,  (laundry  worker**  xw 
niture  makers,  clothing  workers,  ©to.)*  The  Federation  ha©  not  yet  spproaofa- 
ed  the  basic  osdres  of  the  South  African  working  class,  who  are  ©ngaghd  ih 
agriculture ,  mining*  and  in  the  transport  industry*  Th©  experience  of  the 
Copt  Branch  of  the  South  AfrieaO  JV^tional  Congress,  htfeever,  shows  that 
the  iuccoe^ful  organisation  of  the  more  backward  agricultural  workers  is 
Quito  vQyeible.  -  « 

the  tacks  confronting  the  RXLU  Bupporters  i»  Sovfllh  Africa  are  aa  xol* 
I'wr?  i)  to  draw  into  the  revolutionary  trade  union  movement  the  UnoFgfdr 
beau.  workers,  aad  in  the  first  place  those  employed  in  ifc©  fceeic  industry*© 
(..ir.tng*  transport*  attt  agrioultux e) ,  setting  UP  ©ew  revolutionary  unions 
W  ostivd  v/arkere  in  these  industries.  Sosides  this  a  revolutionary  TU  op 
position  must  be  organised  in  the  existing  unions,  such  as  the  coloured, 
native,  as  well  as  In  the  white  unions.  The  revolutionary 
must  tfork  th  close  contact  and  under  the  dirsot  leadership  of  the  revoluti¬ 
onary  TU  odr.tr©*  8)  A  most  important'  task  is  the  struggle  ageinst  the  colour 
bar  and  white  chauvinism*  ^o  compromising  with  this  fundamental  evil  to© 
South  Afrioan  labour  movement  must  be  tolersted.  3)  Simultaneously  we  shou*« 
expos©  the  treoahorpus  role  of  the  reformist  leaders  of  both  the  whitta  ©eg 
th©  BBtlV*  unions.  A  oouoiliotory  attitude  to  A-adalie,  Chetupion  and  Bilxin* 
ger,  these  three  most  influential  leaders  of  the  groupings^ ip tc  which  the 
"I*C*W*U*"  has  collapsed,  8©  well  as  the  to  other  reformist  leaders,  outfv  <• 
bo  considered  both  wrong  and  baneful .»  The  realisation  of  all  these  tasks 
call©  for  the  most  energetic  leadership  of  the  working  close  struggles  «© 
the  part  Of  the  Federation  ana  the  RILU  supporters.  The  Federation  mu&t 
strive  to  he«»d  th©  ©trikes  even  when  they  teve  been  declared  by  unions 
which  do  not  belong  to  it  or  by  uaoresslaea  workers*  5]  In  dr®**«e  :?0 
tlve  workers  into  the  trade  union  movement  t,ha  Federation  must  follow  the 
line  ox  thie  further  unification,  in  its  ranks  not  only  the  aoloured  end 
dative,  bjji  „i tue  «hite  workers,  in  order  to  became  the  interna ti oho i 
trade  utthdto  centre  in  South  Africa*  6)  The  Federation  oust  maintain  th© 
closest  connections  \  1th  th©  National  kieority  Movement  Of  ©rest  Britain 
end  with  the  B.IwL.,U« 

^-^“—-oooooeo0®”'®*"® 

SafiCiql  iieyoiuticft  agir  v?prk  p^g  ^egroee  ifr  *hftxHtl»oa 

(The  foUwittg  reaoluUo*  dealing  ©peomoally  with  work  enuajg  gegri 
workers  is  the  Suited  S*©t«  ef  Aa©*ta©  eac  th©  uolo«ial  and  seal- oolohial 

countries  w©s  a&osted  by  the  Fifth  Ccngresa  of  the 

1.  The  Hegra  worker©  ea?e  aa©  of  the  meet  oppressed  and  exploits©  ©tc- 
tons  ttf  the  workidg  la  view  uf  the  fact  thot  they  er© 

hot  o^niy  of  ecpi^liet,  but  aleo  of  precapitalist «f  am  ot  expioitatiwii. 

©e  ©lave,  agroeaneta  {^etfuage},,  fnreed  afld  caatr©oA  X©b»,  sasa  o%£®r 
©asked  slavery. 


The  opproaead  conditions  ef  the  Scgro  workers  beemss  oven  am  aatxte 
ttiaoks  to  a  whole  number  of  epcomn  race  limitations*  as,  for  exomple. 
srofcibitie*  of  9eg?e*B  to  move  into  sections  inhabited  by  white®,  the  iron* 
Wfloa  of  5^00©  to  *****  public  places  together  rttt  the  whites  thre  pro* 
hibitAai*  of  fegraea  to  walk  the  streets  otto*  ©  certain  lunar,  theiotfcodufi- 
tU0  of  spools!  pssspertiayetesss,  not  csly  limiting  the  right  to  go  f* oa 
piece  to  piece  me  country,  tut  even  within  the  boundaries  of  o&o  a; 

saat  ****«•.*&•  system  of  secluding  the  Begro  workers  la  special  par** aka 
(ova»ea8Ge)|  specially  guarded,  and  frequently  enolrole&  by  barbed  wirst 
special  hood  om  hot  taxes*  mean*  eoly  for  Segreee,  tad,  as  a  whole,  the 
a  Officiate  system  of  race  Isolation,  known  as  BJim*CrowieiaH  ,  eto? 

Xa  e  auofedr  of  countries,  where  the  «egro  workers  work  tagetaer  witt 
the  Vfcitgs  (GSA*  South  Air  ioa,  Brasil,  end  2ewwh ««L  the  S«  gross.  in  view 
of  the  color* bap,  are  not  permitted  to  work  oa  e  whale  neater  af  late  eh 
hatch  only  whites  eeo  he  occupied*  As  a  ru$e,  the  Begraes  ere  gives  the 
we?et  war*,  and  receive  lees  wages  so  compared  to  other  workers* 

White  oteuviniaa,  supported  end  developed  by  the  bourgeoisie.  as  Well 
•e  the  rapidly  Ucrassleg  lynching  sad  massacres  of  degrees,  ell  iend  la 
worsen  the  plreody  horrible  living  ooadittoas  of  the  Segro  prslat«riet»*Jfhe 
agentfe  of  the  Xtudowners  sad  capitalists,  the  bourgeoisie  U  e&deevourtsg 
to  split  the-rsiikB^of  the  workers#  to  intensify  rsee  differences,  la  srdS 
to  disarm  th*  aod  strengthen  wept  tel  ism11 »  <  Xenia  h 

fhs  sgriouTturm  and  indftstriol  oriole  in  the  UBA,  In  the  Afrioan 
colonies  and  ta  the  Went  ladies,  Latin*  America,  etc*.  serves  te  intensify 
still  mors  the  exploitation  of  {fca  kegre  workers «  The  capitalists*  in  tba|y 
effort  ta  unload  the  difficulties  of  the  nrisis  onto  she  hooks  of  the  work* 
the  dess  haws  undertaken  a  per tiouisrly  severe  offensive  against  the  £$gro 
Worker a .  fhe  Hegraas  are  the  first  to  be  thrown  ant  bate  the  streets*  is  the 
0s A,  out  of  the  industrial  Segrc  proletariat  Of  &9QQO£QQQt  there  sre  t©-d«y 
neerly  600,00a  out  of  work*  She  number  of  unemployed  negroes  in  South  Africa 
ie  also  growing*  fhe  wages  of  the  fegro  workers  era  being  out,  ynd  their 
already  long  working  day  lengthened  still  more,  The  expropriation  of  i*** 
which  has  been  effected  all  clang,  is  being  intensifies  to  ever  greater 
degrees  owing  to  the  agrarian  oriels  which  increase*  the  reserve  army  of  . 
uaooplqpad.  In  South  Afrtoa,  the  Hertaog  Government,  in  order  ta  provide  t 
formers  with  cheep  labor  power,  has  introduced  a  law  which  actually  r_.  - 
msatte  the  legalleotieo  of  serfdom  far  the  hstivs  rural  population  in  Xatai 
end  the  fransvasl* 

S»  She  offensive  of  the  bourgeoisie  end  the  severe  labor  and  living 
conditions  of  the  Negro  workers  Use  tended  to  raise  aignifioently  thole 
oleaa  o  otiscloueness  and  the  development  of  mass  activity  fey  waging  the 
struggle  against  the  exploiters  end  oppressors* 

in  tht  VSA,  south  Africa.  Gambia ,  the  Vest  ladies.  eto4,  the  *«g»o 
workers  have  waged  a  under  ef  strikes,  struggling  to  improve  that*  condi*- 
ions,  for  increased  wages  she  for  the  right  to  organise*  The  strikes  led 
to  bloody  collisions  with  the  police  and  soldi ere,  in  the  USA,  the 
workers  participated  in  strikes,  under  the  leadership!  of  the  Red  trad* 
unions,  especially  under  the  leadership  of  the  Miners*  Union,  In  Indians 
$usa)  the  white  e&d  black  worker  a  closed  up  their  ranks  far  the  struggle 
•gainst  race  limitations  and  for  unity  ip  tha  struggle  af  the  black  and 
white  workers.  In  Gastonia  (in  the  South  af  the  USA),ee  well  as  Sirminghba, 
Sc w  oricaao,  etc , taos  «f  the  aafltrol  issues  of  the  ntrikas  and  demtastretiodi 
of  the  textile  and  other  workers  was  the  struggle  for  the  unity  of  the 
white  s«d  black  workers «  She  f ieroe  end  stubborn  strikes  in  Gsmbis  (Wfot 
AfrioaL  a  fid  South  Africa  ware  a  fine  damonstretlon  of  the  forces  of  rasieV 
shoe  and  determine  tics  of  the  tegro  workers  to  struggle  egolset  oepitelism, 
&*  She  bourse a isle  end  its  Social* Veooist  agencies,  in  order  to  check 
the  further  development  of  the  revolutionary  s&vemeBt  ex  the  Smts  vtell^d 
(saease,  make  use  of  two  method sa  On  the  one  heed,  ti»  beurgeoisfe^  by  force 
of  arms,  suppresses  all  strikes,  demonstrsUons,  uprisings  add  other  W 
lutio&nsy  mess  manifestations  of  the  workers*  fits  butchery  In  Haiti  by  ^ho. 
USA  Government,  the  mass  murders  in  Higsria,  Qsrrtsd  out  by  the  British 
9jgber”  Ghvernsmit,  were  fully  supported  both  by  the  AF  of  i,  as  well  an 
9y  the  General  Council  of 
national* 


On  the  other  hand,  the  bourgeoisie  and  its  lackeys  from  the  A?  the 

General  Gvuncil  and  other  similar  organisations,  strain  all  fa¬ 

ther  the  spread  of  reformism  and  national-reformism  among  the  negro  working 
masses,  of  all  forma  of  Ideological  deceit,  the  moat  dangerous  is 
defying  the  class  struggle,  and  the  possibility  of  the  revolutionary  str  g- 
gle  of  the  negro  masses  for  self-determination.  Garveyiam  is  carrying  o 
the  reactionary  policy  of  the  negro  bourgeoisie  under  the  slogan  of  Back 
to  Africa  .  ihe  "Back  to  Africa"  movement  has  already  led  Garvey  oo  form  a 
union  with  the  ku-Klux  ulan  in  the  uSa,  to  settling  up  close  contaote  with 
the  j?  ranch  and  British  Imperialists.  hu-Bols,  Randolph,  Schyler  and  pickens 
play  a  no  less  treacherous  role,  the  latter  coming  out  openly  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  imperialist  soldiers  in  the  Negro  colonies.  The  leaders  of 
the  different  groups  of  the  industrial  and  Cummer  leal  workers'  Union  or  , 

South  Africa,  the  leaders  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Sleeping  Uar  Porters  of  the 
USa,  in  the  same  way  betray  the  class  interests  of  the  negro  workers  ana 
the  rank-and-file  members  of  their  organisations  to  the  capitalists,  on  the 
UJa  the  leadership  of  the  «aaUP  with  its  program  of  support  of  the  ca¬ 
pitalist  &nd  social-fascist  parties  must  be  bought  relentlessly. 

4«  ihe  re volut  ion  ary  class  movement  of  the  Negro  workers  and  uhe  aegre® 
workers'  organisations  in  the  revolutionary  trade  unions  during  the  perioc 
which  elapsed  between  the  IV  and  v  RILU  Congresses  have  by  far  not  reachec,^ 
that  stage  of  development  which  was  possible  for  them  in  view  of  the  present 
favourable  objective  .conditions,  the  weakness  of  our  work  in  the  UoA 
can  be  proved  b'>  the  still  ins ignif ioant  number  of  negro  workers  in  the 
trade  unions,  and  the  extremely  insufficient  promotion  of  negro  workers  to 
leading  trade  union  work,  These  weaknesses  can  particularly  be  felt  in  the 
South  of  the  USA.  where  great  numbers  of  negro  workers  are  concentrated,  , 

and  where  In  many  places  the  negroes  form  the  overwhelming  majority  of 

toiling  population.  „  ^  ,  . 

in  South  Africa,  the  native  rederation  has  so  far  not  become  a  real 
mass  organisation  and  still  remains  a  small-scale  sectarian  group,  ihe  fce~ 
deration  has  not  succeeded  so  far  in  penetrating  the  basic  branches  of  the 
economy  of  south  Africa  — the  mining  industry  agriculture  reailroads, 
which  vast  masses  of  Negroes  are  occupied. 

the  nest-xndles  and  in  the  Latin  -  American  countries  the  organisa- 
Negro  workers  into  the  class  trade  unions  has  'practically  hot  bee 
even.  ‘‘‘ft 

kILU  affiliated  sections  in  the  imperialist  countries;  France,  ang- 
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land,  Belgium),  have  maintained  practically  no  connections  with  the  labor 
movement  of  the  negro  colonies  of  these  countries.  The  recent  conference 
of  Negro  workers  in  Hamburg  brought  to  the  fore  — — —  and  proved  cl&arly  not 
only  the,  big  weaknesses  of  the  different  RILU  affiliated  sections  of  this 
regard,  but  showed  up  also  the  complete  underestimation  and  opportunist 
attitude  towards  the  question  of  the  political  significance  and  organisation 
of  the  negro  workers  for  the  world  revolutionary  labour  movement. 

j.t  is  essential,  however,  that  the  elass  -conscious  negro  workers  came 
to  realise  that  the  responsibility  for  the  many  weaknesses  and  short-com¬ 
ings  in  the  wegro  work  falls  to  a  great  degree  to  them,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  it  Is  the  direct  r«rsu it  of  their  inertia  arid  lack  of  ini t l&t ive . 
xhe  advanced  section  of  the  negro  workers  must  understand  that  It  is  their 
duty  to  go  sex-ious3.y  about  organising*  the  masses  of  negro  workers.  The  RILU 
supporters,  among  the  negro  workers,  mu3t  start  to  carry  out  the  most  im¬ 
portant  taak— ’Of  waging  the  struggle  for  winning  over  the  majority  of  the 
masses  of  negro  workers  to  the  banner  of  the  kIUj  ,  and  for  lining  up  the 
vast  numbers  of  negro  workers  into  the  class  oracle  unions. 

5.  xhe  v  RILU  congress  calls  on  the  kILU  affiliated  sections  and  on 
all  KILU  supporters  in  the  uBA,  rrance,  Belgium,  Africa,  nat in- America- 
and  the  «e  at  indies,  to  start  immediately  an  energetic  campaign  for  nblbi- 
1  sing  and  organising  the  negro  workers.  This  should  be  carried  out  ;n  the 
b._sis  of  a  practical  programme  of  action,  which  must  include  the  follow 
da...  .da  and  tasks; 

a)  The  seven-hour  working  day;  equal  pay  for  equal  work; 

,  .  >e  at  the  expense  of  the  employers  aXi&  the  state  in  case  cr 


ng 
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stekness, 


incapacity,  old-age,  unemployment i  the  protection  of  female  and  child  labotju 
the  abolition  of  forced  and  contract  labor  and  all  vsgracoy  laws;  the  aboil*'' 
tlon  of  the"  oompound  system;  the  Improvement  of  housing  conditions,  and  the 
abolutlon  of  3 ta-Crowism. 

b)  The  ^obillsatloh  of  the  workers  for  the  struggle  against  lynching, 
massacres,'  police  and  military  terrorism;  against  elli/imi  tat  Ion  o  t  tab  qbn- 
dition  rights  for  Negro  workers;  against  all  race  barrier^;  against  all  ,  ::v, 
aqti-hative  and  anti-labour  legislation;  against  reformism  ana  class  colla¬ 
boration}  for  the  immediate  evaluation  by  the  imperialists  of  all 
colofliss  and  for  opmpldtt  inttepetid  ends*  and-*  the  right  to  self-detorn>inltlM 
till  the  complete  separation  of  these  colonies,  and  £or  the  right  to  self- 
^termination  of  the  Negr o  workers  in  the  Southern  States  of  the  USA. 

6,  One  of  the  beSlo  tasks  of  the  revolutionary  trade  Unions  In  dilhiir*' 

lee  there  there  ere  greet  number  of  Negro  workers,  is  the  lining  up  of 
these  workers  into  the  revolutionary  trade  unions*  Wherever  there  are  sepa¬ 
rate  trade  unions  of  white  snd  black  workers'  it  is  esesRtiel  prior  to  the 
oompiete  merging  of  theee  parallel  unions,  to  use  all  opportunities  for 
setting  up  the  united  front  from  below  for  waging  a  Joint  struggle  against 
the  employers*  For  the  organisation  of  this  united  front  ahi  for  waging  the 
campaign,  for  single  united  trade  union  it  is  necessary  to  set  Up  unity 
Committees,  which  must  carry  on  a  most  relentless  struggle  against  all 
White  chauvinism  and  for  uniting  the  workers  of  one  end  same  branch  of  in* 
Uttstry  into  ohe  union,  regardless  of  raoe, cooler,  etc.  •:*  - 

7.  work  amohg  the  wide  masses  of  Negro  workers  must  be  carried  on  thl 
shop  basis.  It  is  essential  to  carry  on  energetlo  activities  for  eats&iah- 
lng  factory  committees  abd  revolutionary  shop  delegates,  elected  by  ell  thf 
workers  of  the  given  enterprises,  regardless  of  whether  they  are  organised*1 
or  unorganised,  The  setting  up  of  factory  committees  and  revolutionary  shop 
delegates  must  b:d  carried  Out  on  the  basis  of  an  energetic  struggle  against 
all  reformists  ahd  reactionaries,  against  all  theories  of  olas  8  collabora¬ 
tion,  and  for  the  revolutionary  liUe  of  the  class  struggle.  The  feotojpy  co^ 
mittees  should  be  turned  into  real  militant  organs,  fighting  agsittet  the  h 
offensive  of  Capital,  for  the  improvement  of  the  workers'  conditions. 

Bt  One  of  the  primary  tasks  of  the  faotory  committees  should  be  the 
organisation  of  aelf-deferioeoorpe,  in  order  to  guard  against  the  attacks 
of  Fascist  and  polioe  gangs,  apd  also  for  defending  the  flegro  from  lynohlnga 
»hd  masaaares,  when  organising  the  eelf-defehoe  corps,  it  is  essential  to 
get  the  close  collaboration  of  ell  workers,  et  the  enterprise,  regardless 
of  rpce,  color  and  religion.  The  self-defence  corps  have  to  defend  the  pi¬ 
ckets  during  strikes  and  must  oarry  on  an  active  struggle  against  the  * 

eWikebreekers.  The  faotory  committees  are  obliged  to  moke  reports  of  their 
activities  regularly  at  general  meetings  of  all  workers  pf  the  given 

ec Surprise. 


In  these  plaoes  where,  owing  to  the  small  number  of  RILU  supporters  oy 
owlqg  to  the  Fascist-police  terror  snd  also  owing  tp  espionage,  it  is  impo#* 
slhle  to  set  up  open  faotory  committees,  it  is  essential  to  establish  lnlW 
tiatory  groups  of  the  RILU  supporters,  which  must  carry  on.  organisational 
and  sgiatational  aotivitJLee  among  the  workers,  mobilising  the  maSses  for 
eleotlon  of  Red  faotory  committees.  >» 

9.  In  their  strike  struggles,  the  Negro  workers,  must  take  as  their 
guide  the  decisions  adopted  by  the  StrassbUrg  Conference  on  strike  tactic* 
add  the  decisions  of  the  RILU.  For  preparing  and  waging  a  strike  or  othij;-  — 
manifestations  of  the  workers,  special  strike  committees  or  fighting  com¬ 
mittees  should  be  elected  by  the  widest  possible  masses  of  workers.  The 
task  of  the  strike  committees  and  fighting  committees  Is  to  prepare  snd 
oarry  out  }he  struggle,  regardless  of  end  despite  the  wishes  of  the  reform* 
i«t  and  reactionary  TU  bureaucracy.  "  :,;w 

10,  The  revolutionary  trade  unions  must  intensify  their  work  for  *•<•£[ 
rulting  the  Negro  workers.  Sphese  r*crui ting  sotivtt lea  should  be  carried  dfe  •- 
Particularly  energetioslly  during  strikes  and  mats  movements*  Especially 
great  attention  should  be  paid  to  rallying  the  workers  in- -those  branches 

oi  industry  where  the  basic  masses  of  ffegro  workers  ere  employed. 

11.  The  Negro  women  workers  and  the  working  youth  are  subject  tof«v«n 
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greater  ana  more  brutal  and  merciless  exploitation  than  the  ftegru  adult 
^workers,  and  £02  this  reason  the  question  of  drawing  into  the  struggle -aw* 
the  class  organisations  of  the  ftegro  women  workers  and  Begro  youth  should 
be. one  of  the  most  important  organisational  and  political  tasks  in  the 
v ork  of  the  RILU  followers  among  the  llegro  toiling  masses. 

12.  <£ he  intensified  organisation  of  the  Begro  workers  demands  the  rapid 
training  of  corresponding  1'ogro  cadres.  Serious  attention  must  be  giv"ch  to 
promoting  workers  ana  women  workers  from  the  point  of  production  to  lead**  * 
liig  workT  not  only  in  the  rank-snd-f ile  organisations,  but  also  to  the 
central  organs  of  the  revolutionary  trade  unions.  In  order  to  train  tfaise 

v. ..rk«rs  it" is  essential  to  organise  special  schools,  short-term  courtpt* 
anc  oX&O  issue  special  lite-ature. 

IZo  The  supphr tore  of  the  hlLt)  rust  intensify  their  activities  within 
the  reformist  and  reactionary  trade  unions,  in  which  significant  numbers  Ol 
leyro  workers  are  lined  up,  and  carry  on  there  a  relentless  struggle 
tht  reformists  of  9 11  shades  and  colors,  as,  lor  example;  against  the  re¬ 
formist  bui’C  jucracy  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Sleeping  Car  iorters,  against 
„ue  various  groups  of  the  Industrial  and  Commercial  Workers'  Union  of  South 
..lrica,  etc.  It  is  essential  to  win  over  to  the  side  of  the  revolutionary 
trade  unions  those  masses  of  Begro  workers,  who  still  cortinue  to  follow 
i:  the  footsteps  of  the  reactionary  leaderships. 

14.  The  revolutionary  press  should  play  a  great'part  in  the  work  of 
0:.  jnisinp  the  llegro  workers.  It  is  essential  to  strengthen  the  existing 

u  Vo  revolutionary  press  and  to  begin  immediately  publishing  revolution¬ 
ary  trade  union  papers  in  those  I egro  countries,  where  there  are  none 
£-cr.  »  number  of  popular  pamphlets  with  regard  to  the  building  of  ?evol 
ti unary  trade  unions  and  the  international  labor  movement,  etc.,  shoul.  Be 
issued*  _  i 

15.  Among  the  Begro  workers,  used  by  the  imperialists  for  their  block 
armies,  it  is  essential  to  carry  on  systematic  agitational-propaganda  work., 
lor  the  purpose  of  drawing  them  into  the  general  front  of  the  struggle 

t  ainst  imperialism  and  against  the  preparations  of  a  fresh  imperialist 

vi. . r  and  in  defence  of  the  USSR.  Simultaneously,  it  is  necessary  to  explain 

to  the  wide  .Begro  working  masses  the  treiQhsr^'ous  role  of  the  Begro  0  ur- 
geoisie,  and  also  of  the  Begro  reformists,  wuo  went  over  to  the  can-  of 
imperialists  and  fulfill  the'  role  of.  agents  of  imperialism  i"  the  ro>  r; 
cl  the  Begro  workers.  *  • 

16.  The  RILU  affiliated  Sections  in  France,  in  the  USA,  England  ana  . 
Selgium  should  set  up  and  maintain  the  closest  possible  connections  with  ’ 
the  revolutionary  labor  movement  in  the  Begro  colonies,  0 1  their  countries 
1  or  the  purpose  of  rendering  it  permanent  help  and  support. 

17.  The  RILU  supporters  should  intensify  their  activities  within  the  . 
:  eforraist  reactionary  trade  unions  where  there  are  great  numbers  of  Ih;r-ro 
workers  and  carry  on  a  relentless  struggle  against  the  reformists  of  cf 
boons,  colors,  eta. 

The  V  RILU  Congress  oalls  on  all  RILU  followers  to  pay  uppermost,  at¬ 
tention  to  the  work  of  organising  the  Kegro  workers,  thus  rallying  the  l-et 
remainders  of  the  proletarian  reserves  to  the  international  revolution  ’•'» 
iiiovement.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  work  of  organising  the  I’e*  ro 
workers  is  the  cause  of  the  whole  proletariat,  and  not  only  of  th'e  auvaro- 
cu  sections  of  the  Megro  workers  themselves.  White  RILU  adherents  musst 
.c.  Lft  the  forefront  of  this  work. 

The  work  among  the  Fegroes  must  rot  be  separated  from  the  work  among 
other  foreign  and  other  colonial  toilers. 

The  V  RILU  Congress  charges  the  Executive  Bureau  with  making  all 
eiiorts  to  intensify  3nd  develop  the  work  of  the  Begro  Workers’  Internatio¬ 
nal  TU  Committee,  in  order  that,  it  carries  out  effectively  the  decisions 
sdoptea  ot  this  Congress. 
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3 fc©  pfcble®  of  ©rgatfie ing  bsgtv  workers  ©fid  of!  strengthen! ng  the  ijpla 
et#©  ©f  yie  BILL  utaojig  them  *»a  a  burning  problem  ©voli  before  the  Fon^^t 
COflgmt  ©sw  attracted  considerable  attention  lft  the  £.£.  el  tfe©  H1LU» 

While  difro*s©i)|g  the  activities  of  the  U.S.A.,  Afriean*-  BrUieh  ©na  French 
Sections  a  mile  tea  to  the  RILUfth©  E.c.  «*p©*i  ©Uy  eoiii%«A  oat  their  tebk© 
in  ?©«*?&  to  activities  among  regraww*  Any  uwotivity  ia  this  *©©pee*  w©» 
severely  dritioiwedu  But  ©mode  Fegyoem  in  a^lta  of  ell  the  ©fforlii 
the  E*c»  it  ©till  one  of  the  weaken*  ©pot©  lft  %a.  ©otlvltiw©  ©f  the  Ml# 
teotljftej  this  gate  rise  to  the  necessity  of  creating  a  speciol  orv;;*niiiBtitt« 
lor  fO  wofck  ©meng  Negroes.  This  problem  wa«  practically  discuBsed  at  bft« 
Fourth  RUB  Congress  end  tt  was  reeoivwd  it  QOftvenc  a  ooflfeyccQe  for  work* 
i ftg  out  pis d  for  etjliveelM  of  the  aotiviti©©  among  Begifo  workers.  'DM  *«C 
of  *fc©  *$!#»  therefore,  lft  July  192P  convened  e  ooaferenoe  of  delegates 
from  qouhtride  Kith  a  Isgjrft  populstion  wfca  ©armed  for  the  Sixth  Coftgrtmi  • 

«t  the  CPtsUtte?«.  After  carefully  coft©td8*iilg  the  problem  it  wss  resslvec  * 
o  create  ic  tarn  RIlU  an  intern? ti or si  TU  committee  st  tegro  workers  ebafrg- 
leg  it  with  ifee  task  of  drawing  l-egro  markers  tat©  the  mitteg  trade  fctione 
9f  furthering  the  creation  of  hew  Wftijfls  and  of  uniting  the  wide  masses  if 
the  Fegro  proletariat  on  tkp  basic  fcf  the  cless-s%rwg$M^  Speci&l  attention 
Was  a^id  by  the  TU  committee  ,  t«  ihfe  United  States  sa  AUiries  and  south  --** 
Africa  whe^©  it  is  connected  with  ©rgsn  lotions  44W*Ly  ©ffUUted  to  the 

With  respect  to  the  USA  tint  TU  coBwiitoe  directed  the  frede  Union  >* 
Unity  league  to  ©sreagthen  TU  work  among  £©gro«©«  %o  £rww  the®  into  new 
Unions  and  to  entrust"  a  larger  number  of  Begro  w#jgy©  with  leading  TU  wg» 
ihe  XU  Coeuaiti.ee  me*  with  m tty  abstacloe  id  this  lift©  of  iia  work  while  tie 
right  lead ere  of  the  Communist' Party  of  America  %er©  ©till  it  their  poatl* 

The  leader-a  slmylY  i^ored  the  TU  committee*  Oily  ifter  the  right  element© 
had-beei  expelled  from  the  p©rty*  work  eothg  S»egf©e©  was  started  which  4®** 
.aejftotely  made  itself  felt  by  the  iscreaa©  at  the  Influence  of  the  TUXTL 
©moftg  tfe©  xase«*s  of  the  Uegro  war  here.  , 

rhe  iU  committee  did  a  lit  of  vorh  11  South  Africa  in  directing  the  * 
Federetitft  of  Estiva  TU  orgsaited  la  jsteroh  19£P  and  affiliated  to  the  silU 
8iibe  FeUrtwry  1929.  ihe  lU  Comittee  kept  up  regular  eosnuMestioo.  sell 
out  i»*trhctiojNi  eod  helpea  the  young  btganisatioh  to  bec«6l  ©  really  ttlli* 
t3ht  uuit  of  the  Rftd  ibtcrRstioael.  Tfhe  reports  of  the  oomspoftdlog  Or*  , 
geoisations  Will  bring  more  detail©  about  the  work  ©toacg  Fegroes  in  thedf 
countries)  * 

Direct  relations  with  other  countries  ©re  ©J$s  Of  the  most  important 
tasks  with  Which,  the  'XU  Committee  is  faced.  . 

The  TU  committee  publishes  a  bulletin j^The  fcegr o  worker", in  French 
and  English  eofttaitting  information  and  directives,  printed  ©Iso  resolutions 
end  progratos  cottc^rnihg  the  work  among  the  fcegfo  proletariat*  Five  isEuee  v. 
wore  published  between  19 ZB  attd  1929.  The  bulletin  beooxoe  ©  monthly  in  1930  ' 
and  ©inoc  U$tth  istj  It  has  been  published  twice  a  month  in  connection  wits 
the  preparation  for  the  Fifth  International  fill#  Congress  and  the  Hamburg 
Cohfdreflcw* 

International  Vg/^xo  workere*  goeferene^* 


Siueh  v/ork  boo  to  be  done  by  the  rU  Joacitsee  in  preparing  the  Inter- 
national  Bsgsro  workers*  Conference  in  Hamburg  on  July  1,1930,  The  necessity 
of  convening  the  Conference  was  pointed  out  by  the  Chaitroan  of  the  TU  c oar  ~ 
mittee  at  q  meeting  of  delegates  b»  the  Second  ARti-Lqpevlalist  League 
Congree©  lft  Frankfort  of  fiefs.  A  tduporary  TU  Coeuaittee  of  Tegro  workers 
was  elected  t#  take  upon  itself 'the  organisation  of  the  Conference,  Comrade 
Ford  wa©  elected  oheinsen  of  the  provisiowsl  otaomittee;  he  had  been  the 
chairman  of  the  Ttl  Committee  of  Begro  workers  in  the  BILU  before  that. 

It  j,a  quite  dear  that  the  provisional  oommittee  could  fulfil  its  task© 
only  with  the  h$Uj>  $t  the  organisations,  the  delegates  of  which  had  been  y 
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prosetrt  at  the  meeting.  And  the  greatest  amount  &f  ^wk  fell  tW  the  diare 
of  the  Jjiteouaatlonaa^TU  Conmlltee^tn  the^-kllU  which  iBaajeaently,  pointed  oat 
the  taskridtettitwi  ^-oertaahiM.-OT^en^M^lei^tiffgaiciee^tris^^h^e^Ser 
to  guars  u  VS  i*  uut  U  aess~of  pnw^conrerenaer'Tfce  TtrthJomvttere'Bl  so" dlaa eased 
the  problems  that  were  on  the  agenda  of  the  Conference  end  prepared  W 
o  or  responding  resolutions. 

The  ffcsyo  Movement, 

The  organisation  of  the  TU  committee  coincided  with  the  beginning  9$ 
fieroe  straggles  of  the  Kegro  mssees.  egalnst  imperial  lam.  Very  eerioe®  de¬ 
monstrations  of  the  working  aass&s  egeiost  capitalist  eaploitsHon  in  dtf* 
fereat  parte  of  Africa,  Haiti,  and  Soa  Doiftingo  have  tehee  place  daring  the 
period  reported  on*  We  notice  e  more  sctivo  psrtioipetlon  of  Negro  workers 
In  the  strike 9  and  an  Increase  of  the  number  of  Segro  members  In  the  revo¬ 
lutionary  TO.  in  order  to  come  to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  new  tended* 
cies  IB  the  development  of  the  Hegro  revelationary  movement  we  shell  revi* 
the  more  outstanding  events? 

Breach  Equatorial  Africa.  Shim  colony  is  especially  expo l ted  hr  the 
Ft  ace  h '  "mil  iYarTIfS'  awl’  og  t'l  Tif a  weslth  in  Indus  triel  row  materials  grubber 
and  valuable  woods  and  palm  oil).  The  system  of  enaoessiohe  made  the  dative 
population  practically  the  slaves  of  the  French  companies  and  the  uapeseiblt 
conditions  of  living  and  of  work  led  to  the  extinction  of  the  natives.  The 
populates  decreased  by  almost  ?&fo  during  the  French  rule*  The  construction 
of  a  railway  reading  from  Brazzaville  ,  the  eapltel  of  the  colony,  to  the 
seashore  was  ad  exoeptionally  heavy  burden  cm  the  actives*  The  greed  of 
the  cohoesslossires  vvhe  undertook  the  construction  of  the  railway  resulted 
in  the  death  of  about  £0,000  natives  during  the  eight  years  of  construe t- 
loh  (1921-192?) .  A  revolt  setting  on  firs  almost  the  white  country  broke 
out  in  November  192?  in  connection  with  fits  om  drafts  af  workers  for  the 
construction  of  the  railway*  The  revolt  contianed  for  more  than  three 
months  sod  considerable  military  forces  had  to  Us  sent  ew&  to  sun pres*  It* 
The  result  of  this  was  that  the  cons tr netted  wee  vary  small  end  tf»4  at* 
tempts  were  made  to  substitute  eosllee  imported  from  indo-Chlna  for  the 
native  workers. 

Madagascar.  A  serious  anti- imperial  1st  movement  of  the  natives  exist* 
alee  |iniEe  piker  oolouy  —  •  Madagascar.  The  mov cement  in  Kay  1929  grfir  int? 
a  tremendous  demonstration  under  the  leadership  of  the  Comosrtst  Forty*  Ma¬ 
ny  demonstrators  were  arrested  and  brought  before  court  which  treated  V»© 
of  the  Co  ami  on  let  leaders  especially  harsh,  One  of  them  --Black  —  ws* 
sentenced  to  years,  end  the  ether  on#  —  Vittoay  v-v  to  dh  years* 

Guadeloupe 0  The  most  important  branch  of  the  industry  of  Guadeloupe, 
one  b'i’xffe  westf  Indian  Islands,  belonging  to  FI’s  no  e,  is  the  sugar  leduetr^. 
Ift  connection  with  the  fall  of  prices  on' the  world  sugar  market  the  capita  i~ 
tats  intensified  the  exploitation  of  ths  workers  in  order  to  shift  onto 
their  shoulders  the  whole  burden  of  the  crisis ««  The  markers  answered  with  a 
big  strike  io  February  1950.  flee  strikers  sod  the  gendarmes  fought  pitched 
battles.  Several  workers  ware  killed  and  many  wounded.  The  revolutionary 
movement  gained  new  force  after  the  death  of  tj&ese  workers.  The  freftdh  ad- 
ministration  was  obliged  to  cell  for  good  anted  from  the  neighbouring  Islam- 
Of  Martinique  in  order  to  suppress  the  revolt* 

Nigeria.  Serious  disturbances  teak  place  la  Nigeria  is  December  1929 
women  wofkei’s  playing  a  very  important  part  to  them*  During  the  suppression 
Of  the  dleturkencea  by  the  soldiery  44  women  were  among  the  total  number 
killed.  The  disturbances  were  s  protest  against  the  introduction  of  a  heel 
tax  among  the  women.  This  new  tax  burden  is  9  further  step  to  confiscate 
the  Iso  is  of  the  natives,  ^Though  fits  administration  very  quickly  settleo 
the  affairs  end  even  compelled  the  population  to  pay  s  very  high  oostri* 
button  In  compensation  for  (protended)  losses  differed  by  t ho  Eurfpesfie- 
fke  situation  is  still  dangerous  end  the  tribal  chiefs  are  obliged  th  ask 
fixr  defence  against  their  own  tribesman  Who  understand  quite  well  thl't 
ttteir  headmen  had  sold  themselves  to  the  enemy  and  ware  agents  of  imperi¬ 
alism. 
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